
 

 

46TH CONFERENCE OF DIRECTORS GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION, 
ASIA AND PACIFIC REGIONS  

KANSAI, JAPAN, 12-16 OCTOBER, 2009  
 

The Directors General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) of the Asia and Pacific Regions met for the 46th DGCA Conference in Japan, 12-16 

October, 2009. Recalling that the 45th Conference had endorsed the Theme Topic for the 46th DGCA Conference as “Seamless Sky: 

Bringing Together the Asia/Pacific Regions,” Directors General of the Region held a productive discussion focusing on three aspects 

of the “Seamless Sky,” namely Air Traffic Management (ATM), Air Cargo Security, and Aviation Safety, and agreed to issue this 

Kansai Statement. 

 
KANSAI STATEMENT 

 
1. We recognized that as civil aviation develops and globalization progresses, harmonization in civil 
aviation systems is becoming critically important in the Asia and Pacific Region, which has been characterized 
by the diversities of the member States. What people expect from harmonization in civil aviation is that aircraft 
operators will become capable of seamlessly flying between regions, that the whole of the network will be 
secured at the agreed level, and that transparent and interoperable standards will be set among States and regions. 
In this regard, “Seamless Sky” is particularly important in the areas of air traffic management, aviation security 
and aviation safety. 
 
2. Regarding Air Traffic Management (ATM), we recognized that the ICAO has been leading the 
development and implementation of the Global Air Traffic Management system with the implementation target 
of 2025. The Global Air Traffic Management system will be based on the components described in the Global 
ATM Operational Concept. We also recognized that the United States and Europe have been developing their 
future air traffic modernization programmes. Taking such global trends of future ATM system into consideration, 
we recognized the necessity of planning the future ATM system for the Asia and Pacific Region by the active 
collaboration and participation of the whole of the Region. In this regard, we agreed that APANPIRG be the 
starting platform to discuss and plan the future ATM system of the Asia and Pacific Region including targets and 
a time schedule. 
 
3. Regarding aviation security, we recognized the significance of enhancing air cargo security. Such 
efforts will enable member States to protect the flow of air cargo, raise security standards and facilitate 
international trade in the Asia and Pacific Region. To achieve these desired outcomes effectively, member States 
are encouraged to collaborate with one another and with ICAO towards developing internationally harmonized 
measures and processes in air cargo security. We agreed that the further sharing of information and best practices 
should be promoted, and to consider including provisions on air cargo security into Annex 17, taking into 
account the need to protect the entire cargo supply chain. 
 
4. Regarding the aviation safety, we acknowledged the ICAO’s leadership in the improvement of 
aviation safety. We recognized the importance of the member States’ role in ensuring that their air operators 
establish and maintain the highest standards in safety through the proper implementation of Safety Management 
System as envisaged under the State Safety Programme. In addition, we recognized the importance of the safety 
monitoring activities regarding foreign aircraft by the member States in the Region. We agreed to further enhance 
the cooperation in these efforts and activities in the Region in a harmonized manner. 
 
5. We are determined to realize the Seamless Sky in the Asia and Pacific Region from this conference 
onwards. We agreed to make efforts to move forward toward the harmonized aviation in the Asia Pacific Region 
in cooperation with all the member States and the ICAO Asia Pacific Regional Office. 



 

 

 
LIST OF STATES/ADMINISTRATIONS 

 
 

 

AUSTRALIA MONGOLIA 

BANGLADESH MYANMAR 

BHUTAN NEPAL 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM NEW ZEALAND 

CAMBODIA PAKISTAN 

CANADA PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

CHINA PHILIPPINES 

HONG KONG, CHINA REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

MACAO, CHINA SINGAPORE 

FIJI SOLOMON ISLANDS 

FRANCE SRI LANKA 

INDIA THAILAND 

INDONESIA TIMOR-LESTE 

JAPAN TONGA 

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC UNITED KINGDOM 

MALAYSIA UNITED STATES 

MARSHALL ISLANDS VIET NAM 

 
 

 


