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The Global economic crisis hit foreign trade in ITF 
member countries during the last quarter of 2008

The global economic crisis is reflected in the trade figures in the last 
quarter of 2008. Compared with the last quarter of 2007, imports and 
exports of goods in current values fell by 3.8% and 4.7% respectively. 
Overall growth in trade for the year, however, remained positive due 
to the strong growth during the first three quarters of 2008. Imports 
and exports of goods increased by 7.8% and 7.3% respectively in 
2008. Household expenditure was hit first by the mortgage crises, 
declines in freight transport followed later in the year.

Source: ITF, except for Australia Q3-Q4, Korea Q4, New Zealand Q2-Q4, Netherlands 
Q1-Q4, Turkey Q4, United Kingdom Q4, source OECD. ITF estimate for Albania Q4, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina Q3/07-Q4/08, Malta Q4, Moldova Q4. Data excludes Armenia, 
Belarus, Georgia, Liechtenstein.

Households were hit hard by the mortgage 
crisis – registrations of new private cars 
declined sharply in the second half of the year 

Purchases of new cars fell in many member countries throughout the 
year, although trends in some countries deviated strongly from the 
overall pattern. Registrations of new cars in the EU area fell by 7% 
in 2008 as a whole. In the United States they fell by 11.3% and by 
3.9% in Japan. The situation worsened sharply in the second half of 
the year. Registrations of passenger cars in the US fell by 10.6% in 
Q3 and by 32.1% in Q4. Declines were large in the EU area as well, 
namely 9.1% and 16.5% in Q3 and Q4 respectively.  

Source: ITF, except for United States Q1-Q4, Netherlands Q4, source OECD. Data for EU 
excludes Bulgaria, Slovakia.

Imports and exports of goods in ITF member countries
(growth compared to the same period of the previous year)
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Registrations of new private cars in the EU, United States and Japan
(growth compared to the same period of the previous year)
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Countries

RAIL ROAD INLAND WATERWAYS ECONOMY

Goods Transport (million T-km) Passengers Carried 
(million P-km)

Goods Transport (million T-km) Traffic 
(million V-km)

First Registration (number) Fuel Deliveries (1 000 t) Road Accident 
Fatalities 
(number)

Goods Transport (million T-km) Trade in billion EUROS

National International National International Private Cars Goods Vehicles Motor Petrol Motor Diesel National International Imports (CIF) Exports (FOB)
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Albania – – – –   3 9.7   1 25.0
Armenia – – – –
Australia – – – – – –   136 16.7   134 29.3
Austria  4 349 19.1  11 086 -3.4  10 753 -3.2  15 033 -13.5  293 697 -1.5  37 485 2.2   679 -1.7   84 -37.5  2 113 0.0   119 4.6   117 3.1
Azerbaijan  1 728 -10.7  8 294 -1.7  1 047 -5.6  9 705 9.0   242 6.1  79 320 9.7  7 332 -29.7   920 16.5   900 36.4  1 052 -5.0   5 79.3  6 073 1.0   5 26.3   33 687.5
Belarus
Belgium  2 047 19.3  5 291 -2.1  9 467 4.2  540 542 2.2  70 497 -1.3   265 13.4   261 10.9
Bosnia-Herzegovina – – – –   3 6.2   1 9.1
Bulgaria  3 336 -14.4  1 357 1.0  2 335 -3.6  5 326 25.1  5 854 -6.8  1 314 7.2  5 365 16.2  13 642 11.6   322 401.6   572 -40.1   25 15.9   15 13.3
Canada  243 774 -3.2   285 0.8   316 -0.3
Croatia   620 -5.3  2 733 -5.8  1 794 16.5  6 447 25.9  4 598 -14.5  21 861 1.2  75 756 6.5  8 363 -7.5   659 6.5   31 -1.9   48 -38.4   21 10.6   10 6.2
Czech Republic  6 520 -12.5  9 022 -1.9  6 794 -1.5  15 755 -0.2  35 122 8.5  141 626 2.2  58 896 -14.9  2 020 -3.3  4 040 0.5  1 076 -11.9   13 -19.2   15 -19.2   98 14.0   101 13.2
Denmark   134 -8.2  1 815 11.1  6 471 2.2  10 719 -9.1  9 435 -20.0  150 661 -7.3  40 372 -36.0   392 -3.4 – – – –   75 5.6   79 6.3
Estonia   763 -11.1  5 236 -27.9   273 0.7  2 386 -4.6  6 507 -20.2  24 590 -20.5  4 277 -32.4   132 -25.8 – – – –   11 -4.7   8 5.5
Finland  7 589 0.1  3 189 11.8  4 053 7.3  27 614 6.4  3 421 -11.3  52 980 -0.5  139 661 11.2  20 733 -4.6  1 770 -5.3  2 250 2.7   342 -10.0   80 -21.3 – –   62 3.7   66 -0.2
France  16 731 -4.5  11 583 -16.9  73 621 6.5  181 951 -5.0  13 385 -12.1 2 050 283 -0.7  57 504 9.5  9 040 -8.3  32 530 -0.7  4 261 -7.8  4 419 0.9  3 028 -4.4   466 5.1   412 2.1
FYROM   15 -44.4   728 -3.1   148 35.8  2 812 -38.4   232 -27.3 – – – –   5 21.8   3 9.4
Georgia  6 516 -5.9   675 -12.8   601 1.1  76 585 47.8  9 160 40.2   867 17.6
Germany  55 928 4.0  59 724 -1.8  60 663 2.2  201 775 3.1  54 552 -2.0 3 090 040 -1.8  275 050 0.1  4 467 -9.7  8 971 1.4  39 748 -0.9   819 6.0   995 2.7
Greece  293 768 -7.0  50 391 -6.4  1 566 -2.9 – – – –   61 8.6   17 0.6
Hungary  1 320 2.4  8 497 -4.0  8 304 -5.1  13 024 -1.1  22 709 0.3  43 247 4.4  176 622 -9.7  36 419 -4.1   996 -19.2   6 -9.4  2 246 1.8   70 1.0   70 1.0
Iceland – – – – – – – –  9 025 -43.4   289 -46.9   200 0.0   60 0.0   12 -20.0 – – – –   4 -17.4   4 16.2
Ireland   103 -19.5  1 975 -1.6  151 610 -18.7  33 558 -32.2  1 730 -5.5  2 580 -4.1   279 -17.5 – – – –   57 -8.9   86 -2.7
Italy  12 127 -4.1  7 991 -6.6  45 767 -0.5  77 097 -0.6 2 161 302 -13.3  222 281 -8.7  11 040 -7.1  26 730 2.4   377 1.0   366 0.3
Japan  23 211 0.0 – –  406 941 1.0 – – 4 194 240 -3.9  801 081 -10.1  6 021 -9.3 – – – –   522 18.8   536 6.3
Korea  11 566 5.8 – –  54 997 -1.4 – – 1 089 418 0.0  166 166 -14.0 – – – –   299 22.1   291 13.9
Latvia   334 -10.9  17 370 6.2   950 -3.5  2 536 -14.3  9 807 -3.7  1 030 -7.3  19 778 -39.7  3 993 -40.3   420 -2.3   770 1.3   313 -25.3 – – – –   10 -5.2   6 9.9
Liechtenstein – – – – – – – – – –
Lithuania  3 654 23.5  11 093 -2.8   397 -2.9  2 559 -5.4  17 858 1.6  1 644 -3.8  191 768 -12.9  16 132 -30.1   498 -32.7   12 16.8   21 19.2   16 28.8
Luxembourg   65 -5.8   215 -1.4   345 9.2  52 359 2.0  5 582 12.8  1 800 3.4   369 7.1   17 5.6   12 0.8
Malta – – – – – – – –  4 589 -15.3   453 -0.2   16 33.3 – – – –   3 13.3   2 5.3
Mexico  74 583 -3.4   224 166.7  589 176 -8.1  482 734 -4.8  45 330 4.2  19 000 5.6  4 051 1.1 – – – –   50 -3.8   167 -9.8
Moldova   3 25.9   1 10.0
Netherlands  497 032 -1.7   330 7.6   373 7.2
New Zealand – –  19 538 1.6 – –  187 345 -16.8  6 696 -21.1  2 360 -2.5  2 390 -0.8   366 -13.3 – – – –   26 13.3   23 18.3
Norway  2 454 1.2   905 -1.5  3 040 1.6  12 668 10.6  3 034 2.0  110 617 -14.4  6 528 4.3  1 340 -7.6  2 570 3.6   258 10.7 – – – –   59 2.2   111 13.5
Poland  23 688 -11.0  15 676 -7.3  17 703 3.6  80 720 34.4  317 912 14.5  82 188 8.4  4 180 1.0  10 590 11.9  5 425 -2.3   709 -11.4   137 15.0   113 11.1
Portugal  2 342 1.5   208 -25.2  3 816 2.8  13 309 -4.4  17 680 -14.1  213 386 5.7  61 616 -17.7  1 490 -6.3  5 100 -1.4   61 7.3   38 1.1
Romania  9 123 1.2  2 725 -2.2  6 877 -7.3  18 551 1.0  27 341 -0.1  586 476 34.4  98 241 5.5  3 040 8.9  1 951 10.0  1 945 -17.9   55 8.5   33 12.6
Russia 2 116 240 1.2  175 872 1.0  216 276 5.1  4 803 66.0  31 400 7.0  31 560 7.3  29 936 -10.1  52 737 -24.1  15 962 -50.4   201 30.7   324 33.1
Serbia   446 -26.3  3 880 -2.1   592 -14.1   427 -2.5   686 -5.0   97 7.8  36 084 10.4  8 372 13.0   320 10.3   897 -6.7   414 -5.9   955 -16.5   16 15.3   7 15.6
Slovakia  1 081 -2.0  8 199 -2.9  2 296 6.1  6 325 12.5  22 769 6.5   5 40.5   845 17.5   50 5.0   50 4.9
Slovenia   741 10.5  2 780 -5.2   834 2.7  2 021 10.0  10 027 20.8  71 037 4.8  9 446 3.2   700 12.9  1 460 25.9   196 -33.1 – – – –   23 7.0   20 2.1
Spain  9 734 -7.1  22 072 10.4  170 860 -7.9  67 794 -0.7 1 185 258 -27.5  236 956 -43.6  4 758 -5.8  18 825 -2.0 – – – –   282 0.7   188 3.7
Sweden  15 831 1.0  7 412 -2.1  11 017 7.3  27 916 3.0  3 420 13.2  52 255 -0.9  276 344 -18.4  48 016 -10.3  3 680 -5.2  3 190 -2.4   412 -12.5 – – – –   117 5.5   129 4.8
Switzerland  2 750 8.4  9 766 -9.8  16 112 6.5  287 971 1.4  29 706 5.9  3 380 -2.0  2 190 10.1   44 0.5   1 -43.0   118 5.5   130 8.6
Turkey  9 117 8.0  1 342 2.0  5 134 -7.5  353 168 -0.1  216 291 -9.2  4 307 -13.9 – – – –   138 11.4   91 16.7
Ukraine  92 982 -11.1  164 025 3.9  53 225 0.3  7 690 -19.8  1 050 -23.5  14 761 -14.2   59 41.1   46 35.9
United Kingdom  21 079 -0.9  50 442 4.3  507 400 -1.1 2 111 998 -11.6  46 978 14.3  16 460 -6.4  20 780 -1.2   444 -2.6   323 0.2
United States 2 523 786 -1.3  9 943 6.8 4 665 201 -3.4  1 442 7.5   893 11.8
EU  198 618 -1.3  190 468 -3.9  336 471 3.4  794 100 0.5  342 714 -2.1  736 967 -0.7 14 747 704 -7.0 1 530 706 -14.8  57 288 -5.8  130 645 0.8  24 090 -7.0  16 573 2.7  50 882 -2.1  4 056 4.7  3 894 3.8
OECD 2 828 875 -1.3  164 700 -4.3  822 030 2.0  794 948 0.7  278 381 -1.8 5 641 955 -3.1 20 736 098 -6.7 3 103 459 -12.0  109 478 -1.8  156 085 1.5  35 106 -7.8  14 332 0.0  48 366 -0.6  7 008 6.9  6 509 5.6
ITF 5 064 631 -0.5  382 141 -0.8 1 066 215 1.7 1 062 574 1.6  356 077 -1.7 5 668 133 -3.1 21 836 409 -5.8 3 273 424 -11.6  142 218 0.2  189 635 2.6  80 206 -9.4  70 853 -19.0  88 682 -18.3  7 450 7.8  7 016 7.3

Aggregates only include countries for which data is available               Blank: Data is not available              –: Data is not applicable             Sum of 3 quarters                Sum of 11 months               Estimates               For country notes see www.internationaltransportforum.org/statistics/statistics.html 
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The International Transport Forum’s quarterly 
data presents key transport statistics on 
member countries collected by means of 
a questionnaire sent to Administrations. 
All results are updated every quarter and 
can be downloaded for free from 
our website at the following address:  
www.internationaltransportforum.org/
shorttermtrends/ 

Postal address: 
International Transport Forum,  
2 rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, FRANCE

Data contact: 
mario.barreto@oecd.org - tel: +33 (0)1 45 24 97 22

The transport sector was hit by the crisis 
in the last quarter of 2008

Rail freight transport in the EU and the United States fell by 3.6% 
and 1.3% respectively in 2008 while it grew by 1.2% in the Russian 
Federation. Rail freight fell sharply in almost all member countries in the 
last quarter of 2008 with only Denmark, Estonia and Latvia showing 
growth. Freight volume declined by over 10% in the last quarter in the 
EU, the United States and Russian Federation (which cover 92% of 
overall rail freight in ITF member countries). A similar pattern is emerging 
for road freight although reliable statistics are not yet available.

Source ITF, except for Austria Q4, Belgium Q4, France Q4, Romania Q4, source UIC and 
for the United States Q4, source AAR. Data for EU excludes Greece, Netherlands.

Rail freight T-km in the EU, Russian Federation and United States
(growth compared to the same period of the previous year)
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