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Joint Proposal on Low-Carbon Tourism 

among the People’s Republic of China,  

Japan and the Republic of Korea 

 
Hangzhou, China, August 22nd, 2010 

 
 
Tourism makes life better! Low carbon makes environment more 
sustainable! Low-carbon tourism is the path to sustainable 
development of global tourism industry.  
 
We, ministers of tourism of the People's Republic of China, Japan and 
the Republic of Korea, as well as over 400 colleagues from the 
tourism sector, gathered in China's Zhejiang Province in August 2010 
for the Fifth Trilateral Tourism Ministers’ Meeting among the People’s 
Republic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea, to carry out 
in-depth discussions on the development of and cooperation on 
low-carbon tourism in the three countries, to experience the charm of 
"poetic East China and picturesque Zhejiang ", and to plant the 
trilateral tourism friendship memorial forest. Hundreds of ginkgo trees, 
cherry trees and white pines deeply loved by the people of the three 
countries have taken root in the Taihu Lake Holiday Resort at Huzhou, 
becoming low-carbon guardians.  
 
In order to respond to the decision by COP15 to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change to take notes of the 
Copenhagen Accord and to implement the Trilateral Cooperation 
Vision 2020, we hereby put forward a joint proposal on the 
development of and cooperation on low-carbon tourism as follows:  
 
As the response to the climate change arising from global warming 
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and greenhouse gas became the center of debates in the international 
community, the trilateral cooperation is being required to achieve 
‘Low Carbon, Green Economy’ for the sustainable growth. 
 
I. The tourism authorities of China, Japan, ROK, in cooperation with 
tourism experts throughout the world, should take immediate actions 
to advocate low-carbon tourism, arouse the sense of responsibility of 
tourism enterprises and all tourists for environmental protection, lower 
carbon emission in the process of tourism, reduce the impact of 
tourism on climate and ecology and protect the ecological 
environment for our habitat.  
 
II. The tourism authorities of China, Japan and ROK should step up 
exchanges related to low-carbon tourism, strengthen their cooperation 
on the theoretical study and product development of low-carbon 
tourism and make efforts so that more low-carbon and more 
convenient services will be provided in the transport, catering, 
accommodation, sightseeing, purchasing and entertainment of 
tourism.  
 
III. Tourism operators and related units of all countries should, in light 
of the Copenhagen Accord, enhance their awareness about the essence 
of low-carbon tourism, and, in accordance with their specific national 
conditions, concretize the contents of the Copenhagen Accord and put 
them into practice, so as to promote the sustainable development of all 
forms of tourism.  
 
IV. The tourism authorities and functional departments of all countries 
should define their programs of action of the development of 
low-carbon tourism so as to promote the active and steady 
development of low-carbon tourism.  
 
V. Tourist organizations of all countries should, together with related 
government departments and NGOs, lose no time in studying the 
possibilities of formulating the ethic standards and codes of conduct 
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for tourists and tourism operators in accordance with the reality of 
low-carbon tourism development, and formulating the system of 
confirmation and authentication of low-carbon tourism, to ensure the 
development of low-carbon tourism along a correct path. Investors, 
planners and operators of low-carbon tourism as well as tourists 
should be aware of their sacred responsibilities to protect ecological 
environment. 
 
VI. The tourism authorities and enterprises of all countries should 
actively encourage the scientific research activities related with the 
protection of ecological environment and low-carbon tourism, 
academic exchanges and theoretical studies, and scientific and feasible 
proposals by all countries and regions on the development, operation, 
planning and management of low-carbon tourism.  
 
VII. Institutions, organizations and individuals of all countries 
engaged in scientific research and education should be expected to 
enhance their sense of mission and sense of responsibility, and give 
full play to their unique roles in providing information and technology 
for the development of low-carbon tourism, popularizing knowledge 
on low-carbon tourism and training related personnel.  
 
VIII. The tourism authorities of China, Japan and ROK should support 
the good practices for the activities for creating experimental or 
demonstrative areas of low-carbon tourism and actively probe into 
various modes and ways for the development of low-carbon tourism. 
In the process of creating such areas, experiences should be constantly 
summed up and exchanged, so that the development of low-carbon 
tourism of all countries will make positive contributions to both 
environmental protection and regional development.  

 
This proposal (declaration) is done in Huzhou city, Zhejiang Province, 
the People’s Republic of China, on August 24, 2010, in triplicate in 
the English language.  
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Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, 

Japan 
 
 
 

CNTA Chairman, PRC 
 
 
 

Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism, ROK 
 
 


