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Towards the Symbiotic Economy: Imagining a Future in 2050

“Possibly discontinuous futures...”

...means questioning prevailing assumptions about the future
and considering the possibility of disruptive change...

...perhaps, for instance, your 2014 Grand Design’s assumptions of better access
and higher urban density — that is, “of compactification and networking”.
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Digital data transmission undermines Intellectual Property protection:
speed of development is the only protection
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Source: Ascentae.com




THE WIRELESS REALM
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Percentage in shrinking jobs
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In much of the South and Midwest, a large share of the population works in fields where i‘°t‘)‘rces:t:t5. Z‘ére::;f
employment is expected to decline by 2026. Above is the share of employed residents C;ZLS Bulrseaus o
who work in shrinking occupations, by county. '

The New York Times
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INCREASING SPATIAL DIVERGENCE
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Communities left behind by economic shifts, as in the USA RN R

Labor Statistics and
Census Bureau, via

The New York Times




A recent survey
indicates single people
in their 20s today

are less interested

in children than their
counterparts were

a decade ago.

| ISTOCK | Source: The Japan Times




INCREASING SPATIAL DIVERGENCE

Communities left behind by

economic shifts, as in the USA

The young follow economic activity
into concentration of settlement

A recent survey indicates
single people in their 20s
today are less interested
in children than their
counterparts were a
decade ago. | ISTOCK |
Source: The Japan Times
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Danger of extrapolation of population decline...
why are the young reluctant to have children?
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BEYOND “THE LAST SPOT”:
FUTURES FOR INDUSTRIES OF THE PAST?

False expectation: economic self-sufficiency drives local diversification,
or national industry strategy, or “MAGA”
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Industry is not just about making things, but
about creating the means to do new things




Tottenham Football
Stadium, London

Source: e-architect.co.uk
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CULTURAL TABOOS

Competition among cultures for soft power

drives intangible economic success
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Tottenham Football

Cultural attractiveness also increases Stadium. London
7

social and environmental risk

Source: e-architect.co.uk
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“Those with a hole in the middle”:

Domestic cultural rivalry has replaced industrial
competitiveness, but has not yet generated the cultural diversity
that draws high-value activities. p

METROPOLITAN CONCENTRATION:
“THE DOUGHNUT ECONOMIES”

“Those with ‘real estate jam’ in the middle”:

The office economy, whose single peaks serve
global intangible markets.
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Source: www.wework.com
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Organisations will become more
like confederations of like-minded people,

to organisations no longer having

; they will not be identified
armies of permanent employees

by their corporate fortresses

Source: www.wework.com




