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Abstract

Due to progress of depopulation and low birth rate and aging, it has concerned that
private sector becomes difficult to maintain their transportation service and it leads to route
abolition and reduction. On the other hand, it is pointed out for some local governments to
lack know-how to examine introduction of new local public transportation service.

The purpose of this research is to summarize consideration and evaluation point before
and after introducing transportation service which contributes judgment of validity or
appropriate improvement based on objective data so that local government enables to
realize business continuity of Demand Responsive Transport (DRT)*! and community bus*
2 adjusted by local characteristic.

Then, we surveyed from all local governments and grasped planning and service
situation of local public transportation. And we also grasped consideration contents
before and after the introduction and efforts of service improvement. Based on our grasp,
we analyzed the policy seem to be contributed to user increase or business continuity.
In addition, we classified run area as urban, suburb and rural and grasp those
characteristics.

The main knowledge provided in research is as follows.

1) From questionnaire survey, we found that it is more effective to add enough
consideration with guidebook about introduction of local public transportation.

2) In the examination of each policy, although the characteristic is different between
DRT and community bus, to define the traffic blank area and to have some business
form candidates in considering contributes user increase.

3) With the local characteristic, from the point of a view of user increase or decrease, it
is clarified by objective data that the administration in rural area is harder than in
urban and suburb area.

%1 Demand Responsive Transportation (DRT):  The bus or riding together taxi which
runs depending on the user’s needs flexibly (For instance, DRT often does not set their
route or diagram beforehand).

#¢2 community bus: The bus operated by local governments themselves or entrust
private sector in order to resolve traffic blank area and inconvenient situation. In this
research, community bus is defined as the bus systems with fixed diagram and regular
route. Fixed route mini bus
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