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ISSUES OF RESIDENT’S CONSCIOUSNESS AND EVACUATION FROM THE TSUNAMI
—FROM QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY IN KESENNUMA CITY, MIYAGI PREF.
AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE OF MIYAGIKEN-OKI, 2003 —

Toshitaka KATADA, Makoto KODAMA, Noriyuki KUWASAWA
and Shunichi KOSHIMURA

A questionnaire survey was undertaken for residents’ evacuation against tsunami attack and factors
of their decision-making on the earthquake of Miyagiken-Oki which occurred on May 26, 2003 and it was
carried out in Kesennuma City, Miyagi Pref.. As the result of the survey, it turned out that almost all
residents were afraid of tsunami attack, but they did not evacuate.

Then we analyzed residents’ evacuation and their consciousness of tsunami. The main problems of
residents’ consciousness of tsunami cleard by the analysis are follows. 1) Since residents depend for
decision-making of evacuation on evacuation order and tsunami warning, they cannot make decisions
evacuation even if they feel a big shake. 2) By the normalcy bias, residents estimate the danger level of
tsunami optimistically. 3)Residents’ tsunami experience has influenced with their tsunami image strongly.
4) However residents depend on tsunami information, they tend to make light of them.

In this paper, we discussed what education the tsunami prevention should be for improving those

problems.



