Discussion Paper for Sub-group Meeting

“Water Resources Management and Benefit Sharing”
1. Background

Recently we have faced many aspects of “Water Crisis” such as water shortage, water pollution and floods, and it is feared that these problems will become more serious due to the rapid increase of population and extensive economic activities.  In addition, the Climate Change worsens the problems by inducing extreme weather events and changing geographic precipitation patterns.

Under these circumstances, governments and international organizations have struggled to address these water-related problems with measures of water resources management, such as enhancement of institutional frameworks and facilitating stakeholder participation.  However, we recognize that the “Water Crisis” remains.  Therefore, this issue has been discussed at several multilateral fora including the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002.  There, countries agreed to develop integrated water resources management and water efficiency plans by 2005.

Against this background, Ministers are invited to discuss how to implement appropriate water resources management to overcome water-related problems by introducing their plans and exchanging their experiences.

2. Our Experience and Challenges Ahead

(1) The Need for Long-term Plans and Linkage with National Development Plans

　In order to undertake sustainable water resources management, it is necessary to create long-term plans for water resources management based on forecasts of long-term water demand trends of water users at the river basin.  Also, as the water demand of a basin is closely related to a national development plan and since water resource facilities require a large investment; it is necessary to consider the national development plan in the context of the water resources plan.

  In several countries, we have witnessed the creation of long-term plans for integrated water resources management as a result of consideration among basin stakeholders following the national and local basin’s development plans, thereby successfully responding to changes in water demand due to industrial development.  Furthermore, in order to assess the long-term trend of water supply, efforts are underway to analyze the water cycle at the global level.

(2) Sharing Information and Coordination Among Stakeholders

　Water resources involve many stakeholders.  For example, the upstream water use conditions affect the downstream situation and the downstream water demand influences the upstream water resources development.  Therefore, it is necessary to deal with water utilization issues among relevant stakeholders by sharing information by them and creating opportunities for their dialogue.  In the major rivers of the world, basin stakeholders (sometimes of more than one nation) create organizations to contribute to the solution of such issues.

(3) The Importance of Ownership at Every Level of Water Resources Management 

　In order to carry out water resources management in a sustainable manner, it is necessary for the national government, local government, the neighborhood community, and all other entities concerned to operate systems for water resources management in accordance with social conditions.  

Developing countries use external aid not only for the construction of water supply infrastructures alone but also for its maintenance and management.  Here, entities for water resources management from the national government level to neighborhood community level are in place and the stable supply of water ensured for the use by the people and the industrial development making it possible for the water resources management system to fund their own maintenance with the necessary revenues.

In order to empower relevant local communities, technical and other assistance may be needed.

3. Key Questions for Discussion

· In order to develop Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM), it is necessary to establish ownership at all levels from the national government, local government to neighborhood community.  But the roles of these entities differ according to the country’s situation.  In your country, how do you allocate the responsibilities among the various entities and which entity takes a leadership role?  

· In order to share the benefits of water resources among stakeholders, it is necessary to share information and promote dialogue among stakeholders.  To promote this, what measures are necessary in respect of legal framework, organization and planning? 

· What should we take into account to implement IWRM sustainably?

· In order to develop IWRM, some countries require technical assistance.  In such cases, how should these countries specify necessary elements of assistance?  Also, what schemes are available to carry out necessary capacity building?

· What kind of conventional technologies should be utilized, what kinds of innovative technologies to supply water resources should be developed?  

· In order to create long-term water resources management plans, it is necessary to forecast long-term water supply and demand trends.  However, quantitative and qualitative aspects of the global water cycle remain to be unknown.  In order to address this issue, what kind of international cooperation will be advisable?

· Due to the Climate Change, there maybe unprecedented changes in the future volume of rivers and lakes.  In your country, how will these issues be dealt with?

· How can the international community assist the countries in need in developing IWRM plans?
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