On October 16,2008, Kobe joined UNESCO's Creative Cities Network

As part of its efforts to promote mutual understanding of different cultures, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) established the Creative Cities Network
in 2004. The Network’s objective is to encourage cooperation and thereby facilitate mutual exchange
worldwide among “creative cities,” which are committed to city revitalization by strengthening their
cultural industries.

Network members can be designated in one of seven categories: 1) Literature; 2) Cinema; 3) Music;
4) Crafts and Folk Art; 5) Design; 6) Media Arts; and 7) Gastronomy.

Henceforth, Kobe will demonstrate its attractions to the world as Kobe UNESCO City of Design.

Enhancing “Things Unique to Kobe” through Excellent Designs

Kobe aims to become a city where residents wish to continue staying, a city that is more attractive to
visitors and a city that can develop sustainably. To create its new attractions and vitality and improve
quality of life, Kobe City will work together with its residents to promote “DESIGN CITY KOBE”
strategies by reconsidering and enhancing the City’s unique resources and attractions from a design
perspective.
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