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Opening Remarks by Kazuyoshi Kaneko
Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan

Honorable Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Welcome to Tokyo, welcome to the Ministerial Conference on Global Environment and
Energy in Transport. I am honored to have so many distinguished guests from major

countries and international organizations here at this Conference.

We gather here today at the MEET Ministerial Conference, to address one of our most
significant challenges: climate change. We know this issue requires immediate actions and
continuous efforts by all members of the global community, and all sectors of the world
economy, including the transport sector. We know this issue requires international
cooperation to fill the technological and financial gaps between developed and developing
countries. And we know this issue has already brought us into intensive international

negotiations in the UN process.

Ladies and Gentlemen.

The transport sector is responsible for 23% of the world’s CO, emissions, which is among the
major sectors to be tackled in global efforts against climate change. Nevertheless,
establishing more energy-efficient and environmentally-friendly transport systems will
strengthen the foundation of each economy, opening a brighter future for our society. The
MEET Conference could give us an invaluable opportunity to create and share our visions for
the future of transport, through forward-looking discussions among honorable participants
with a wealth of experiences and expertise. I appreciate your contributions in creating such a
conference that shows our strong will to unite and cooperate in combating climate change,

apart from individual countries’ negotiating positions under other fora.

Ladies and Gentlemen.
We are standing at the door, a door through which it is possible to foresee a low-carbon future
of transport. We can step through that door and find the way towards that goal through a new

development path to be paved by international cooperation.
I sincerely hope that this conference and your stay in Japan will be memorable.

Thank you.
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