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Cold storage uplifts farmers’ livelihood

By CK Khanal
Sindutibazar, Apr. 3

After the establishment of cold
storage following the construction of
Dhulikhel - Sindhuli- Bardibas road (B.
Y. Highway) sweet orange farming is
uplifling the liveithood of farmers residing
in remote villages of Sindhuli district.

The indigenous citrus fruit of Sindhuli
district lecalty known as junar used to be just
a gift to the guests in past. Now it is changing

are getting around Rs. 15 per kg, he said.

Cold storage for Junar located at
Dhovantar of Kamalamai Municipality was
constructed 10 years back by investing Rs.
9.6 million out of which JICA contributed
6 milllon Japanese Yen and rest was
contributed by Vi3lis, LD and farmers.

The cold storage house and B.
P. Highway have been boon for the
commercial farming ofjantr in the district.
Cun‘ent]y;s;individdalifanﬁt(rfs Are eamMing

the living standard of the hill side - -~
people of the district as its farming .
financial support of Japan.

Dipak Prasad Koirala, Chairman of
Central Junar Cooperative Association
said that it was the technical assistance of
Japanese volunteers and financial support
from Japan International Cooperation

Agency (JICA) to establish cold storage

in the district that the district is now
becoming popuiar as the district of Junar
Production.

Before the establishment of cold
storage in Sindhuli, farmers used Lo get less
than Rs. 1 for a kg of Junar but now, they

get commercialized in technical and--=-~ - -

uptoRs. 1.5 milfion from junar production
a year, he added,

Koirala informed that more than 3,000
farmers from ecight village development
committees (VDXCs) of Sindhuli district are
involved in commercial junar farming.

Junar farmers have formed 39 junar
cooperatives in the district. A Junar farmer Ram
Bahadur Thapa from Jalakanya VDX said that
he is earning around Rs. 5000,000 a year from
junar farming,

He has builta house in Sindhulibazar

indhuli Road

by saving from his income and now he has
admitted his two children to a boarding
school in Sindhulibazar from his villape.
Farmers from Tinkanya, Bsheshwor,
Ratanchura, Jalkanya, Majuwa, Bitijor,
Blwaneshon and Sitalpati VDCs arc mainly
involved in commercial junar productorn, be
mformed. ’

He, however, said that junar is found

in 42 VDCs of‘the district.

Tilak Bahadur Thapa, chairman of
: Jurar Development Association
'Sindhuli informed that
~--! Kathmandu, Sindhufi, Biratnagar,

Japakpur and Bardibas are
main market for the junar produced in the
district.

Out of the total production, 35 per
cent goes to Kathmandu, he informed.

Sindhuli district alone is producing
around 12-13 metric tons of junar every
year, Junar production iakes place in two
districts-- Sindbuli and Ramechhap.

According to Koirala total junar
production in Sindhuli and Ramechap
district is around 20 to 21 metric tons a
year.
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Survey deal for
tunnel road ‘soon’

POST REPORT
KATHMANOU, APRIL

Nepal and Japan are expect-
ed to sign an agreement {o

conduct a basic design sur- -

vey for the Nagdhunga
Tunnel Road Project soon, a
top official of the Ministry
of Physical Infrastructure
and Transport said.

Japan has agreed in prin-

ciple to bankroll the con-
struction praject if it is fea-
sible. It is estimated to cost
around Rs15 billion, accord-
ing to a preliminary study
conducted by a hired con-
sultant. Of the projected out-
lay, Rs12.88 billion is for

civil construction and
around Rs2 billion is for
land acquisition.

Secretary at the ministry
Tulasi Prasad Sitaula said
that three agreements would
be signed for different jobs -
basic design survey, detailed
design survey and construc-
tion of the project.

Speaking at an event held

at the Nepal Chamber of
Commerce on Thursday,
Japanese Ambassador to
Nepal Masashi Ogawa said
that two countries would

sigh an accord as the study -

of the. project had reached

the final phase.
According to the project
office, the Japan

International Cogperation

Agency (Jica) is likely to
provide a loan at 1 percent
interest with a maturity
pericd of 40 years.

The plan involves boring
a 25km tunnel under the
hills on the western side of
the Kathmandu valley to
eliminate the winding
mountain route which is
currently the main access to
the Capital.

Officials of the govern-
ment and Jica had recently
reached a
agreement” to involve
Nepali companies even if

-the project is developed

under Japanese funding.

According to government
authorities, bath the parties
have agreed that the interna-
tional contractor winning
the consiruction deal will
form a joint venture with a
Nepal-based company and
will help transfer tunnel
conslruction technology and
help enhance the capacity of
iocal companies.

. visits to dJapan
_arranged in the lst few
“gentleman’s -

tors because Nepal needs

many tunnel roads, and-the |
tramsfer of technology will -|
help it build other tunnels
on its own lafér” a 'Jica

source had said recently.

Japan’s keen -inferest in il

“Jica itself had proposed |
involving Nepali confrac-

g

developing the Nagdhunga-

Naubise tunnel road is '{

shown by the flurvy of
it has

months for Nepali ministers

_and senior government offi-
" cials to observe its tuniel

technology.
Following the visits of
Physical Infrastructure

Minister Bimalendra Nidhi

last year and secretaries of
various ministries to Japan
a few months ago, another
government team from the
Department of Roads and
Finance Minister Ram
Sharan Mahat reached
Japan in February to see

_ things firsthand.
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Report: China eyeing
Tibet- Nepal railway

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

BELIING. APRIL &

A railway hetween China and
Nepal that could include a
tunnel under Mount Everest
is under

Thursday, as Beijing builds

"links with a country India
regards as firmly within its

sphere of influence.

The Qinghai-Tibet railway-

already links the rest of China
with the Tibetan capital
Lhasa and beyond, and an
extension running as far as
the international border is
already being planned “at
Nepal's request”, the China
Daily newspaper reported,
quoting an expert at the
Chinese Academy of
Engineering.

This is expected to be com-
pleted by 2020, it cited a
Tibetan official as saying.

Chinese foreign minister
Wang Yi visited Kathmandu

in December and, according -

to Nepalese reports, said the
line could eventually be

- extended to the Nepalese capi- -
tal and further, potentially .

providing a crucial link
between China and the huge
markets of India.

Such a plan could see a tun-
nel being built under Mount
Everest, the China Daily said.

“The line will probably
have to go through
Qomolangma so that workers

may have to dig some very -

Jong tunnels,” expert Wang
Mengshu told the newspaper,
referring to Everest by its
Tibetan name.

He said that, due to the
challenging Himalayan ter-
rain with its “remarkable”
changes in elevation, trains
on any line to Kathmandu
would prabably have a maxi-
mum speed of 120 kilometres
per hour. Chinese tourism to
Nepal, which is home to eight

consideration,:
Chinese state media said on

----- Existing railway e

£
{ Source : Stote medio

of the world's 14 peaks over
8,000 metres, is also climbing.
Beljing's increasing role
has raised alarms in New
Delhi -that China, already
closely allied to Pakistan, is
forging closer economic ties
with Sri Lanka, the Maldives
and Nepal in a deliberate
strategy to encircle India.

In an apparent coun-
ter-move, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

pledged late last year that
South Asia’s largest economy
would fund a series of region-

Rallway on the roof of the world

China’s Qinghai-Tibet rilway could eventually connect with the Nepalese
capltal of Kathmandu, according to repertsin Chinese state media

Apcroximate ri e}

Planned extension ta Kerung

mnghal leet Raﬂway net-:
‘work up to Kerung, the-
‘nearest Chinese town from’
Nepal, by 2020. (°)) - )

al investments and free up its
markets to its neighbours’
exporters. But India has
struggled to compete with
China’s financial muscle,

Chinese plans to expand the
rail network in Tibet have
also come under criticism
from rights groups including
the International Campaign
for Tibet, which has warned of
the project’'s “dangerecus
implications for regional
security and the fragile eco-
system of the world's highest
and largest plateau”™.

2
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“TIBET-NEPAL RAILWAY

‘China may build

tunnel under
Fverest

_Agence l"rance l’resse
Bezjmg Apnl 9

- A railway between China and Nepal that could |
include a tunnel under Mount Everest is under -

cansideration, Chinese state media said today.
"The Qinghai-Tibet railway already links the

rest of China with the Tibetan capital Lhasaand .
-beyond, and an extension running as far as the
international border is already being planned |

“at Nepal's request”, the China Daily newspaper

- reported, quoting an expert at the Chinese
-Academy of Engineering.

This is expected to be completed by 2020, it
cited a Tibetan official as saying.

Chinese foreign ministerWang Yi visited Kath-

mandu in December and, according to reports,
said the line could eventually be extended to
Kathmandu and further, potentially providing a
crucial link between China and the huge mar-
kets of India.

Such a plan could see a tunnel being built un-
der Mount Everest, the China Dailysaid.

“The line will probably have to go through

Qomolangma so that workers may have to dig
some very long tunnels,” expert Wang Mengshu
told the newspaper, referring to Everest by its Ti-
betan name.

He said that due to the chaE]enging Himalayan

terrain with its “remarkable” changes in eleva-’

tion trains on any line to Kathmandu would
probably have a maximum speed of 120 hlq)me—
tres per hour.

The proposal underscores China's mﬂuence
in the Nepal, where Beijing has for years been
building roads and investing billions of dollars
in hydropower and telecommunications,

Chinese tourism to Nepal, which is home to
eight of the world’s 14 peaks over 8,000 metres, is

~alspelinibing.

Hbweéver, Chirtése plans to expand the rail
network in Tibet have come under criticism
from rights groups, includmﬁthé‘ I ational
Campalgn for Tibet, which has warned of the

project’s “dangerous implications for regional

security and the fragile ecosystem of the wortld’s
highest and largest plateau",

“The Chinese government's claimthat rail ex-
pansion on the plateau simply bencefits tourism
and lifts Tibetans out of poverty dees not hold
up to scrutiny and cannot be taken at face val-
ue,” ICT president Matteo Mecacci said in a
statement last year,
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Nepal, India to
sign oil pipeline
deal by May

DEVINDRA BHATTARAL

NEW DELHI. APRIL 10

Nepal and India are scheduled
to sign an agreement to imple-
ment the long-delayed
Amlekhpgunj-Raxaul oil pipe
line project by the first week
of May, Minister of Commerce
and Supplies Sunil Thapa said
on Thursday. -

Thapa, whe is on a personal
visit to New Delhi, said that
Indian Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan would
arrive in Kathmandu to sign
the accord.

“The Indian government
will be injecting IRs 2.75 bil-
lion into the project while
Nepal will contribute IRs 750
million,” said Thapa. “The
construction of the pipeline is
cxpected to be completed
within 30 months.”

Nepal's contribution will be
spent on automating Nepal
0il Corporation’s (NOC)
Amlekhgunj depot and
upgrading its capacity and
building a pumping station.
The government plans to con-
struct the pipeline along the
Amlekhgunj-Pathlaiya-
Simara-Raxaul highway.

Earlier, the planned agree-
ment on laying an oil pipeline
between Nepal and India had
snagged on differences over
the period of the supply con-
tract. Indian Qil Corporation

(10C) had said that Nepal
should pledge o buy petrolo-
um products from it for 15
years, but NOC wants to con-
tinue with the present
five-yearly pact.

The two countries review
the supply agreement every
five years. NOC and I0C have
signed a new petroleum sup-
ply pact which is valid till
March 31, 2017. The deal con-
firms IOC as the sole exporter
of petreleum products to
Nepal for the next five years.

Minister Thapa said that
the provision to buy petrole-
um products from India for
five years could be extended
for another five years if
reguired.

The 41-km long cross-bor-
der pipeline to Amlekhgunj is
the first phase ef the project.
Under the second phase, the
pipeline. will be extended to
Kathmandu as agreed during

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’'s visit to
Nepal last August.

The pipeline, which was
first proposed by IOC in 1995,
is expected to reduce fuel

" transportation costs by over
50 percent. -

1t is expected help reduce
leakage, make the supply
cleaner and cheaper and pro-
vide relief to Nepali consum-
ers from frequent shortages
caused by strikes.
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(800 Mitlion Compensation claimed by Melamchi Contractor)
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e No construction work; only request for payment; no payment if no work (progress) — Project

e 15 km Tunne! construction work (is still Jremaining

¢ ADB representative at Kathmandu.

e Though they have committed to construct (tunnel ) 40 meters daily, they could not construct
more than 20 meters a day. Contractor has just completed 25 percent of tunnel construction
waork wasting more than 45 percent of total construction time frame.
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e JICA has already selected a contractor through Global Tender for conduct Project Detail Study.
¢ NJS Consultant, Tokyo, has established its site office at the premise of Nepal Water Supply

Corporation Office at Pokhara.

e Senior Representative of JICA Mr. Matsumoto and Joint Secretary of MOUD Mr. Ramchandra
Devkota has signed a MOU for this effect after completion of preparatory study. Referring to Mr.
Pokharel, Chairman of Water Supply Corporation, said that indicated aid amount of the MOU is

29 MUSS.

e Previously, a total of 135 million worth Ductile Pipe and Fitting supplied by JICA for replacing
400mm pipe by 500mm dia pipe in 2068 (2011).
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Three Gorges given approval...

visited Nepal and asked the government to sort out the
problems at the locsl fevel as well as those related to

Three Gorges given approval to
construct West Seti hydel project

By A Staff Reporter

Kathmandu, Apr. 13

The Investment Board Nepal,

Monday, won approval for the
development of the West Seti
Hydroelectricity Project.
- A meeting of the boeard
~ held in Singha Durbar gave
permission to the project
promoter company ~ the Three
Gorges Company of China- to
begin its preliminary works to
construct the West Seti.

The board also also paved
the way for mobilizing the
foreign investment required for
the projfact.

The Chinese company
can now start the process of
registering the company for
starting the construction works
- of the project,

The West Scti
Hydroclcctricity Project
will occupy the territories ol
Baitadi, Bajura, Dadeldhura
and Doti districts in the Far-

‘west region.

“The Chinese company now
starts drilling and associated
works at the local level,” said
chief Executive Officer of the
Investment Board, Radhesh
Panta. ,

The Chinese Three Gorges
Company will invest 75 per
cent and the Nepal Electricity
Authority (NEA) 25 per cent
of the total investment of the
project.

Last month, a delegation
¢omprising the chairman of
the Three Gorges Company

See Pape 6

rchabilitation, resettlement and the construction of the
transmission line. The total nvestment of the project is
estimated at Rs 150 hillion.

Similarly, the board cieared the deck to initiate the
process of Project Development Agreement of the
Tamakoshi-1II. The construction site of the 650-MW
project is in Dolkha. Panta said the PDA of the project
would be signed it near future.

Likewise, the meeting also decided to take the construction
works of the Tribhuvan International Airport and Nijgadh
International Airport ahead coordinating with each other.
Upgrading works at TIA are being carried out with the
financial support of the Asian Development Bank.

The government allocated Rs 500 million for the
construction of Nijgadh Airport in the current fiscal year.
The government recently determined the four cardinal
borders of the airport.

The meeting also decided 1o charge USD 1,500 with the
promoters when the Project Development Agreement is
signed. It is believed that by doing so, the promoters will have
‘sense of ownership” while undertaking the project.

Likewise, a Coordination Committee will be formed
under the convenorship of the Executive Officer of the
Board and comprising the Chief of the Finance, Energy
and Forest Ministries and Nepal Electricity Authority to
solve the teething problems that might arise while taking
forward the project.
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tanahu hydropower project

Tax waiver issue delays
contract signing

SANJEEV CIRI
KATHWMANDU, APRIL 5

With the selected consultant
for the Tanahu Hydropower
Project demanding income
tax exemption during ongo-
ing negotiations before sign-
ing a contract, the Nepal
Electricity Authority (NEA)
has said that the govern-
ment cannot provide the
facility as the current tax
law does not allow it.

The NEA clarified the tax
issue in the letters sent to
the joint-venture of
Germany’s Lahmeyer

International and Canada’s .
Manitoba Hydro, selected as

consultant and main financ-
er by the ADB. Without
being able to sign the con-
" tract,. the project construc-
tion work has been delayed.

According to Mukesh
Kafle, managing director at
the Nepal Electricity
Authority, the ADB and the
consultant both  want
income tax exemption. “We
clarified that the current
income tax act does not
allow us to give tax exemp-
tion to the consultant. We
answered them afier con-
‘sulting the Finance
Ministry,” said Kafle.

The state-owned power
utility body has asked the
ADB and the selected con-
sultant to clarify their
stance on the tax issue.

“We had cleared our posi-’

tion earlier as well. Howéver,
they have once
expressed dissatisfaction
over our position. Sensing
possible deadlock, we have
asked them i{o clarify
their stance within 15 days,”
Kafle said.

According to a source at

the ADB, the deal hangs on
the issue of taxation for all

other issues have more or
less been settled.

“Local tax system is quite
complex in every country,
and we are expecling that
the consultants and the
Tahanum Hydropower
Limited would clarify what
taxes are applicable to which
entities and experts under
which transactions, and
negotiate which parties
should bear the identified
taxes, in accordance with
the local tax law and the
Request for Proposal (RFP),”
said an official of the ADB.
“For example, whether or
not non-resident experts are

paissdevied-~-income tax in

the country of non-resi-
dence varies in different
countries.”

This now depends on neg-
otitations and the proposed
talks outcome is subject to
ADB's review and endorse-
ment as per the loan agree-
ment, and we lock forward

to seeing the proposed out-
come as soon as possible.”

According to the ADB
source, the donor agency
would have no problem pro-
vided that the project and
consultant agree on the
terms and conditions.

As per an NEA official,
ADB and the proposed: con-
sultant have also been asked
io figure out alternative
measures.

On January, a cabinet
meeting had ended the
deadlock regarding the con-
froversy. over consultant
selection by overturning the
decision of the Energy
Ministry

The Finance Ministry
had scrapped the consultant
appointment process of the
project after the ADB select-
ed the aforementioned com-
pany as consuftant, which
invited a cold war between
the main project donor and,
the Energy Ministry
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iChairman of Constituent Assembly Subas Nembang (centre right) and Governor Chiranjibi Nepal (centre left) inaugurate the Arghakhanchi

Expo 15 kicks

Cement Real Estate Expo at Bhrikutimandap Exhibition Hall in Kathmandu on Thursday.

POSTREPORT
KATHMANDU, APRIL 16

The Arghakhanchi Cement
Real Estate Expo kicked off on
Thursday at Bhrikutimandap
Exhibition Hall, following an
inauguration hy Constituent
Assembly Chairman Subas
Nembang. The event, organ-
ised by the Nepal Land and
Housing Developers’
Association (NLHDA}), will be
open for the public from 10am
on Friday Tickets are priced
at Rsa0.

The fair, info its fifth edi-
tion, aims to promote the real
estate sector by providing a
platform for housing develop-
ers and buyers to meet each
other directly.

During the inauguration,
Nembang urged the housing
developers to make homes and

Fair aims to promote real
- estate sector by providing a
platform for housing
developers and buyers

apartments in classic design
with the conservation of
Nepali culture on mind. “The
housing design plays very
important role not only in per-
sonal life but it also affects the
country's art and culture. So
we all need to focus on the use
of old-styled doors and win-
dows that will add beauty to
our the city areas,” he said.
Nepal Rastira Bank
Governor Chiranjeevi Nepal
said that real estate had been
playing an important role in
the economic development
and that everyone needs to

promote the sector He also
urged the developers to help
in the planned urbanisation.
“Everyone wants to own a
small home and I hope that
the fair would be helpful in
catering to people from all
income levels,” he said.

NLHDA President Ichchhya
Raj Tamang said this year’s
expe was being held in perfect
time for home buyersas many
developers would be offering
their homes and apartmenis
at cheaper rates.

“Realty sector started
recovering from this year and
the price would most certain-
ly rise after this expo. So this
expo is the right time to buy
homes and apartments,” he
said, assuring the customers
the products at the rates of 3-4
years ago.

According to him, apart-
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ments ranging from Rs2 mil-
lion to Rs15 million will be on
offer during the expo.

“Out of 8,500 apartments
made ready in the valley, 1,500
will be available for sales at
this expo,” said Minman
Shrestha, the NLHDA general
secretary and coordinator of
the expo.

The fair features 125 stalis
where the developers will be
showcasing their latest apart-
ment and housing projects.
Also on display will be furni-
ture and furnishing, plumb-
ing and sanitary, housing con-
struction materials, interior
design, paint, pipe and fit-
tings, among others. There
will also be a UN habitat stall
to pramote green housing.

“Bank and financial insti-
tutions will also have their
stalls,” said Shrestha.
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Vehlcles negotiating halrpin bends on the BP Highway, also known as Banepa-Bardibas highway, on Friday. The 160-km highway

constructed with Japanese assistance was handed over to the government of Nepal iast month.
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Government set

to widen road
along Trishuli

BHUSAN YADAV
NARAYANGHAT, APRIL 23

One of the major arteries of
the nation’s transport net-
work connecting the Capital
with Tarai - districts, the
Narayanghat-Mugling road
stretch running alongside the
Trishuli river is all set to be
widened.

The tender process for the
road widening project under
Nepal-India Regional Trade
and Transport Project
(NIRTTP} has already been
completed. The road is set to
be widened to facilitate fast-
paced two way  {ransporta
tion, Funded by World Bank
(WB), the $99 million NIRTTP
is expected to considerably
reduce the transport time and
logistical costs for bilateral
trade between the two neigh-
bours Nepal and India and
transit  trade along the
Kathmandu-Kolkata corridor.

A joint venture of Nepali.

and Indian consiruction com-
panies is slated to begin work
on widening the road stretch
within one and a half months.
The project, which is sched-
wled to be completed within
the next two years (April,
2017y will upgrade and expand
the 33km. section of the
Narayanghat-Mugling road to
the Asian Highway standard
and address road safety, axle
load control and environmen-
tal sustainability issues along
the trade corridor. .

Following completion of

the project, it will take just -

half an hour for heavy vehi-
cles to pass through the sec-
tion. Due to the dilapidated
condition of the road streich

= The Narayanghat-Mogling section experiences the heaviest traffic
load, accounting for 90 percent of Nepal's total international trade

traffic.

The road section that is 6-7

metres wide at present will

be expanded {o double lane
road with a width of S-11
metres upon completion

at present, it takes an hour for
all kinds of vehicles to cross
through the stretch, while
scores of lives are lost in acci-
dents occurring annnally In
the section. According to
Shiva Prasad Nepal, chief of
the NIRTTE, Mugling, under
the foreign cooperation
branch of the Department of
Roads (DoR), the road stretch
spanning 33.2 kms will be con-
structed in three phases.

The road section that is 6-7
metres wide at present will be
expanded to double lane road
with a width of 911 metres
upon completion, project
sources informed. As per the

POST FILE PHOTD

project, the road section from
Aanptari, Chitwan to Jugedi
will be expanded by up to 11
metres while (he remaining
portion will be widened by up
to nine metres. “In sections
without room for expansion,
the road will remain 7 metres
wide,” Nepal said. According
to him, in places with limited
room for expansion, a sepa-
rate metre wide lane for bicy-
clists and pedestrians will be
constructed.

The government had start-
ed reconstruction project
through a separate project
after the repair work on the
road did not even last for four
months. The road had been in
a dilapidated condition since
the past decade due to the con-
tractor’s negligence, ineffec-
tive supervision and inade-
quate budget allocation. The
DoR had been spending Rs 5
million every year for repairs
on the road section alone.
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There was huge congestion in
air traffic ofter the earthquaoke
on April 25. How did TIA®
manage fo operate flights?

Alfter the first blg shock of April 35,
we immediately hatted take-off and

allowed landing to some tlights that §

were in the final position for landing
Actually, as it wae a Saturday, [ was
rravelling to Bhaktapur to meet my
parents. As soon as [ felt the jolt, 1
rushed to TLA without meeting my
parents. In coordinaticon with ¢ivil en
gineering, airport operation and
flights operation divisions, we
checked the runway and found it
safe. Yel, 1 was not satisfied so once:
again we checked the runway hy
driving a heavy fire brigade vehicle
on the runway. After being assured
that the runway was fine, we wer
able to resume flighis from 4pm
onwards on that dav. The first rescue
flights had landed at 5:55pm from
India. From April 26, more rescu
and relief flights started 1o come
w0 Nepal. As a result of the huge
congestion, many relief flights had
been asked to unipad goods in the
taxiway area and lake off at the earli-
est. The number of flights leaving
Kathmandu went up compared tn
those arriving in the first week after
the earthquake as the international
cammunity evacuated their nationals
after dropping rescue tcams and re-
lief materials.

What s the cutrent situation of
flight operation ai TIA?

There has been good improvement
in flight aperation now and it is turn-
ing w narmal gradually. Flight fre-
quency of some international carriers
has declined after the earthquake and
the number of carga ar chartered
planes bringing relief materials has
also come down of late. We had alse
kept TIA open for 24 hours focusing
on rescue and reliel flights. During
the period of April 26 to May 3, most
of the international community had
completed evacuating their nation-
als. Overall air traffic movement has
declined from May 3. But helicopter
movement has gone up significantly
for rescue operations and relief distri-
bution. Though there is a gradual de-
cline in relief Nights, we are expecting
it 1o continue riﬁ mid-June. There has
also been a decline in commercia!
flights, During the rush time, interna-
tional airline companics also cut
flights, some operated Rights with big
aircraft instead of flying twice ta
Kathmandu and Indiun airline com-
panies alsa merged their flights.
Some companies like Malinda Air of
Malaysia had e ys flighrs. Oblivi-
ously, the low number of Nepali me
grani workers leaving for employ-
menl after the shocks is alsn the rea-
soen behind the decline in commer-
cial flights.

Has there been any damage
to alrpert buildings, runway
and taxiway that could pase
arnsk?

There is no such major damage in
any infrastructure including the run-
way and taxiway. [f there had been
any major damage to the airpori, we
would not have been able to be con-
nected with the rest of the world in
this time of necd. Maximum rescue
and relief flights tock ofl from TlA (0
save lives and support people from
the earthquake, When there are such
big tremors and high movement of
aircraft, it is normal Lo witness minor
damages.
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‘If we had an alternative

£

Skapitn astam [ THT

international airport, it
would have been easier in
managing distribution of
relief materials effectively’

What-are the minor domages?

Due to the increased operation of
flights, there have been minar prob-
lems of the runway peeling off. And,
such damages are being fixed quickly
at intervals when there are no take
offs and landings of aircraft. There
were also small cracks in the taxiway
but they did not affect the regular op-
eration of flights and we have also
sealed those cracks. We have been
teld that the T1A building can with-
stand a 9-Richtetscale earthguake.
Knowing that the airport was safe,
many people had alsa spent the night
in the airport.

You said that there 1s no dam-
age In runway. So, what was
the reason behind restricting
heavy cargo and chartered
flights in the time of need?

‘We have only one single airstrip
runway for bringing io relief materi-
als and connecting the county with
the world. As a precautionary mea-
sure a decision was raken o restrict
heavy cargo and chartered flights

weighing aver 196 tonnes (o protect
the runway from possible further
damage. This does not mean we
banned the movement of large air-
crafi. Big planes oo could land at TIA
by mainlaining the total weight limit
10 below 186 tonnes including the
weight of the aircraft and cargo. There
are instances where the Boeing 747
aircrafi with & 1otal capacity of 250
tonses has cul its weight to 196
tonnes and landed at TIA. Similarly,
to keep the runway safe, relief flights
have been given priority to land in be-
tween 6am and 10am, and Gpm w0
12:30am as the condition of the run-
way during the daytime geis solt due
to heat and possibility of damage 10
mnway from landing of heavy planes
carrying reliel materials is high.

There has also been criticism
over TIA management not be-
ing well prepared for disaster
response and failing o pro-
vide effective service. What
do you have to say?

Even the goverrunent is facing criti-

cismn in this situation of post-disaster
response. We have given out best in
the time af emergency and it is also
true that it is not possible to make all
‘passengers happy by praviding effec-
tive service during a crisis. We have
many stakeholders in T1A and gaed
coordination ameng them helps run

the airportsmoothly, Even if a single

stakeholder makes a mistake, it will

leave a negative impact on TIA. Same

passengers’ baggage might have been

misplaced and some might have got
wounded and [ailed to get a response
quickly. This does nat mean, we failed
totally. In such an emergeacy, all
stakeholders including Nepal Army,
Nepal Police, and immigration, cus-
toms and vigilance departments gave
their best performance to help oper-
ate the airport. We were also able to
operale the airport round-the-clock
because of good coordination among
the stakeholders.

So, what Is the major lesson
leamt from the earthquake?

The first thing we realised is that
nothing is impossibic’if the team is

The country’s sole

international airport —
Tribhuvan International
Airport — stood strong
even afler facing three
major earthquake jolts
in the last three weeks.
As there was no major

; damage, the singie

runway of the airport
acted as the lifeling in
“tescue operations and |
receiving international
humanitarian support
from over three dozen
countries. Ramesh
Shrestha of

The Himalayan Times
spoke tg:Birendra
Prasad Shrestha,
General Manager of TIA,
regarding the huge
congestion faced after
the April 25 earthquake,
disaster response,
lessons learnt, decline
in commercial flights
and damages to airport
infrastructure, among
others.

good. Secondly, an alternative inter-
national airport is 2 must. If anything
had happened to TIA, the country's
international connection would also
break making it impossible to 1ake
any support anywherte and save lives,
We have a clear example of the Turk-
ish Alrlines’ aircraft blocking the run-
way and keeping the country our of
international contact. If we had an al-
ternative international airport, it
would have been easier in managing
distribution of reliel materials eftec-
tively. TIA runway has already satu-
rated and it is also nol possible 1o re-
habilitate the airport fully without an
alternative international airport. So,
the Second International Airpart is a
must. To help reduce congestion, we
are also preparing to construct three
new patking bays and gradually reha-
bilitating the runway and taxiway. But
this is not the long-term solution. Te
help reduce congestion at TIA, Indian
Air Force aircraft are operating for
rescue operations from Pokhara and
Chinese helicopters fly in and out of
Nepal from Kerung every day for 1es-
cue elforis. For other aircraft involved
in rescue and relief, TIA is the base.
0/
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Japanese team to

assess Kulekhani

SAMIEEVGIRI
KATHMANDU, MAY 23
The Minisiry of Energy

(MioE) has invited a Japanese
team to assess the status of

the 9IMW Kulekhani
Hydropower Project after the
earthquake.

The only storage-type pro-
ject of the country has sus-
tained some “minor” impact
at its dam. According to MoE,
the jolt moved the Kuelkani
dam, following which the
water stored splashed creat-
ing a small crack, measuring
around 100 metres, at the
craest. )

The ministry has asked
Japan-based Nippon Koei to
sond experts, including dam
exports, concrete siructure
experts and electro mechani-
cal equipment experts.

“We have already assessed
the dam and we know the
damage is minor. We invited
the Japanese firm for further
study,” said Keshav Dhwoj
Adhikari, joint secretary at
the ministry.

He said Nippon Koei is the
same firm which was involved
in the design and construction
supervision of Kulekhani.

“Since they are aware ahout -

the design, inviting them
makes sense,” he said.

A team of officials from the
ministry, Nepal Electricity
Authority (NEA), former
NEA employees invelved in
the construction of project
and experts have assessed the
dam and have termed the
impact “minocr”.

The team concluded the
dam has no immediaie threat,
but it reguires repair and
maintenance.

The Japanese team will also
assess the power house.
“There is a hairline crack.
This tan is not a big issue, But
since we have already invited
the forcign team, we want
them to assess it as well,”
Adhikari said.

NEA Managing Director
Mukesh Raj Kafle said they
are expécting the Japanese
team to arrive wilhin a couple
of weeks.

“Kulekhani, being the only
storage-type project, is impor-
tant for us. Also, there will be
a huge impact the dam faces
issues. So we wani to make
sure by holding multiple
assessments,” said Kafle,

The ministry has stated the
prohlem at the dam is not new
as a similar case had occurred
in the very first year of the

operation of Kuleknahi.

The reservoir feeds power
to two projects—60MW
Kulekhani I and 32MW
Kulekhani II. The project
plays an instrumental role in
supplying power to the coun-
try during the dry season
since generation from run-of-
the-river type prujecis dip sig-
nificantly

According to NEA, it has
also assessed other major pro-
jects like Middle-Marsyangdi,
Lower Marsyangdi and Kali
Gandagi Hydropower Project.
The assessment was done by
experts invited in coordina-
tion with KFW German.

“The preliminary assess-
ment looks good. However, we
are waiting for a formal
report,” Kafle said, adding the
state-owned power utility is
holding assessment at all
hydropower plants under it to
make sure no major problems
arise in future.

7
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Govt to infuse Rs16b
in irrigation project

CHITRANGA THAPA

VAUENDRANAGARMAYL

The government will invest
Rs16 biltion for the implemen-
tation of the third phase
of the Mahakali Irrigation
Project.

The amount, which will be
used for survey, design and
cannel construction, comes
from the $1 billion (Rs 102.4
billiony Indian line of credit.
“Work on the survey has
already begun,” said
Trrigation Minister NP Saud.
“The contract procedure has
started for the preliminary
survey”

He paid Rs20 billion
from the Indian credit line
will be used for agriculture
infrastructure, and the
Mahakali irrigation project is
one of them.

Half of the amount has
been planned to be injected in
hydropower projects and Rs 30
biltion will go to other infra-
structure projects.

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
providing the credit during
his first visit to Nepal after
hecoming Prime Minisier in
August last year, and the two
sides have signed an agree-
ment for the credit.

According to Saud, the
remaining Rs3 billion meant
for agricullure infrastructure
will go to the Koshi Pump
Canal rehabilitation. Under
the third phase of Mahakall
irrigation, 34,000 hectares of
land will be irrigated at
Ghandighadh area in
Kanchanpur, resettlement
areas in the district’s south-
ern part, and Malakhet area
of Kailali district.

Earlier, under the first and
second phases, irrigation
facilities have been made
available for 48,000 hectares
and 64,000 hectares of land,
respectively.

Meanwhile, the manage-
ment of the second phase of
Mahakali Irrigation Project
was handed over to water con-
sumer comrmittee at Beldandi
amid a function on Thursday.

Director General of the
Department of lrrigation
Madhav Belbase and
consumer committee chair-
man Bhim Bahadur Thapa
signed an agreement regard-
ing the handover of the man-
agement at the presence of
Minister Saud.



Upgradation work on
Narayangadh-Muglin
road section begins

Himalayan News Service
Chitwan, June I

Upgradation of Narayan-
gadh-Muglin road section of
Prithvi Highway has begun.

Though the upgradation
had started last fiscal, ail
submitied tenders were
revoked over non-compli-
ance with mandatory proce-
dures, leading the authori-
ties to start the process
afresh this fiscal.

The construction will be
completed under Nepal-Tn-
dia Transportation Project.
“We've divided the road
stretch into three parts and

. assigned separate contrac-
tors for the upgradation so as
to ensure easy and smooth
execution of the project,”
said Engineer Shiva Prasad
Nepal, the project chief.

“Indian BLA company and
domestic Shrestha Company
won the contract for the 10
km stretch from Bharaipur's

Aaptarichowk to Gagedi
Bridge.

Lama Construction, a do-
mestic construction compa-
ny along with Wood Hill,-an
Indian company, have been
entrusted with the 11-km
stretch from the bridge to
Simaltal.

The remnaining stretch falls
under the responsibility of
Supremie Constructions, an
Indian company, and Rauta-
hat Construction, a Nepali
company.” he informed.

“Having won the contract,
the companies have already
started survey and repair
works,” he said.

World Bank has funded
2,85 hiflion rupees for the
project un the condition that
it be completed by April
2017,

According to Nepal, the
roadt will be widened, re-
paired and consolidated
with black-topping as part of
the upgradation plan.
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India approves
3 new air routes
into Nepal

KRITI BHUJU

EATHMANDU. june 5

Thegovernment ofIndia

has approved three new air
routes that will facilitate
cross-border entry and exit
10 and from Nepal.
Speaking at a function
organized in the capital to
discuss key tourism cam-
paigns to revive tourism in

- Nepal, Indian Ambassador

_ ize the new entry rgutes byt

Ranjit Rae said that notifi-
cation about the three new
routes will come very soon
through a formal letter but
they cannot be unveiled
right now.

According to a high
ranking official at the Minis-
try of Culture, Tourism and
Civit Aviation (MoCTCA),
India has agreed to provide
three new air catry points
at Janakpur, Biratnagar and
Nepalgunj.

“We were about to final-

because of the earthquake
we coyld nat do sofdg will
be finalized soon,” said the
official, adding that this will

help bring in more Indian

tourists.

Rae said the opening
of new routes from Nepal
to Indian cities will ben-
efit Nepal at a time when
regional international air-
ports in Pokhara and Bhai-
rahawa and a second inter-
natinnal airport in Bara are
under construction. We will
also facilitate the opening of
shorier routes and entrepre-
neurs should take optimum
benefit from it,” Rae said.

At present, the Simara

India has agreed
to provide new
air entry points
at Janakpur,
Biratnagar and
Nepalgunj, a top
official at the civil
aviation ministry
said.

routeis the only one allowed
for aircraft flying 1o Nepal

. from India.

Nepal is also working to
open a new route viaMahen-
dranagar that will connect
to China as well. MoCTCA
has already held talks with
China on this issue and both
China and India are positive
towards it, according to the
ministry official.

_Tourism entrepgeneurs
say that opening of an air

route to India from Pokhara, -

the renowned tourist desti-
nation, will greatly help in
the recovery of the tourism
industry.

Rae also consented io
lend his support in inviting
celebrities from the cinema,
sports and corporate fields
for the recovery campaigns.

“The recent decision of

_the government of India to

allow Leave Travel Conces-
sion (ITC) for its staff to travel
to Nepat will also help in the
tourism recavery,” said Rae.
At the 18th SAARC Sum-
mit held in Kathmandu in
November last year, Indian

Prime Minister Narendia
Modi had emphasized the
need for enhancing con-
nectivity in the region.

The Civil Aviation Min-
istry of India has given its
nod to a proposal to provide
LTC for government staff in
April to fly to Nepal, Bhutan,
the Maldives and Sri Lanka
via Air India to boost tour-
ism in the region. Pakistan
and Bangladesh were also
in the scheme but were later
excluded for security rea-
sons.

Suman Pandey, chair-
man of Pacific Asia Travel
Association Nepal chapter,
explained the recovery meas-
ures taken to date and the
marketing campaigns lined
up for the recovery effort.

Ambassador Rae
expressed his solidarity with
the campaigns and market-
ing schemes and suggested

to tourism entrepreneurs
.10 fagus on hertage, cul-

tural totirism Ind meetings,
incentives, confgrgnces. and
exhibitions (MICE) from
India.

Sugat Ratna Kansakar,
managing director of Nepal
Airlines Corporation (NAC),
informed about NAC's plans
to begin flights to Mumbai
and Bangalore in the near
future,

Rahut Barwa, secretary
general of the South Asia
Foundation,  highlighted
their plans to support the
initiatives of Nepal's touristn
industry for inviting celebri-
ties including AR Rahman,
Amitabh Bachchan and
Shantanu Moitra.
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Govt plans ban on heavy
vehicles along BP nghway

Vehicles plying the BP Highway.

ANIL BHANDARI
SINDHULL June 10

The government is plan-
ning 1o ban movement of
* heavy vehicles along the BF
Highway, which connzcts
the eastern Tarai with the
capital, although construc-
tion of the highway was
completed only recently.
Keeping in view longeviry
of the highway, the govern-
ment is doing homework
to ban movement of heavy
vehicles along the newly
constructed Dhulikhel-Sind-
huli-Bardibas road, accard-
iniy to Minister for Physical
Infrastructure and Transpor-
fation Buntendra Nidhi.
The guvunmem which

it qwm;\

nese government some 13
years ago, was completed
only recently. Soon after
completion of the project,
the movement of vehi-
cles along the highway has
almost doubled.

Minister Nighi dur-
ing his visit to the quake-
affected Sindhuli  district
informed local stakeholders
that the government would
ban movement of heavy
vehicles along the B High-
way for its Jongevity.

“BP Highway is nar-
row and cannot further be
expanded. So. maovement
of heavy and over-loaded
would be banned,” said
Minister Nidhi. He also

urged pu)ple to support
3 .

permit would not be
allowed to ply the highway,
according to minister Nidhi.
He said banning heavy and
overloaded vehicles will
help reduce the risk of acci-
dents.

Some six months ago
local stakeholders, includ-
ing the district traffic police
office and district adminis-
tration office, had decided
1o put a ban on the move-
ment of heavy vehicles
along the highway. Bul the
decision was implemented
for anly a few days, Despite
restrictions imposed by the
local autharities, transport
entrepreneurs continue to

operate heavy vehicles on
the hlgh ay.

vehicular traffic has more
than doubled.

According - to  local
authoritiés, the pressure of
vehicles on the highway has
increased $ignificantly after
construction of the Sunko-
shi Bridge, which connects
Ramechhap with Sindhuli
district and the operation of
vehicles along the mid-hill

highway,
Meanwhile, Shyam
Kumar Mahato, chief of

district police office (DPC),
Sindhuti, claimed that only
vehicles with foute permit
and thdse carrying relief
and construction matérldls
have been allowed ta ply the
highway.

Vehicular  maovement
al night has already been
banned with a view o tur]:r» ~
ing road accidenw. F .} € ¢

AniL Branpari/Repuplica

As per the DPO, Sind-
huli, vehicular movement
along the Banepa-Sindhuli-
Bardihas road is not allowed
fromn 8 pro at night.

“To prevent road acci- -
dents on the BP Highway, we
have restricted movement of
vehicles at night,” said DSP”
Mahato. “Only ambulance
and emergency vehicles are
allowed ‘td ply the highway
after Bpm.”

The recent earthquake
has also damaged the high-
way at four different points,
according to project man-
ager Bharat Kaji Debju. “It
will be handed over to the
government ance the repair
works are completed. Hand-
ing over the project to the

overnment will not be pos-
ihle-this year, Md m}bét
TmahagefDehju’ 4 7T
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Chinese team studying West Seti hydel

Hlmalaya.n News Service
szayal June 14

Ateam of Chinese technicians
has started field study of the
750 MW West Seti Hydropower
Project.

A technical team of Chinese
CWEIE Corporation, led by se-
nior technician Liwae, also be-
gan interacting with locals of
the project site and affected ar-
eas, besides studying the geo-

logical features of the area.
“We've been studying different
technical aspects, including
the geographical features of
the project area and its vicinity,
for aweek now," said Liwae.
The recent development has
revived hopes of people in the
far-west region. "It’s our dream
project but we were sceptical.
Since the arrival of the team,
we are hopefu] about the pro-
ject,” said Tek Bahadur Singh

of Lamikhal. About three years
ago, the government had
reached agreement with the
Chinese Three Gorges compa-
ny to develop the power plant.

However, the project had to
suffer a hitch following the di-
rectives of the parliamentary
committee. Doubting the pro-
ject agreement, the committee
had sought a fair probe.

The project, to be built un-
der public-private partner-

ship, will have its dam site built
at Deura of Bajhang.

From the cstimated project
cost of 180 billion rupees, 10
per cent of the investment will
be awarded as stocks to the
residents of affected areas, in-
cluding Doti, Dadeldhura and
Baitadi, besides Bajhang.

The company has agreed to
use 150 MW of the total power
produced for industrial devel-
opment of the region.
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Govt to conduct another

Himalayan News Service
Kathimandu, June 28

The government is planning to
hire a consultant to conduct a
feasibility study of Nijgadh-
Hetauda-Bharatpur  railway
line. This alignment will be an
alternative to previous link that
had run into controversy for
being proposed across Chit-
wan National Park (CNP} and
Parsa Wildlife Reserve (PWR).

After criticism of the Simara-
Tamsariya railway line, the De-
partment of Railways (DoRW)
had decided 1o look for an al-
ternative route last year. Tam-
sariya-Simara is
one of the sections
of the proposed
Mechi-Mahakali or
East West FElectri-
fied Railway.

The DoRW, to-
day, said that
technical team was
evaluating the
technical and fi-
nancial proposals

submitted by three . -

potential consul- :
tants for the feastbility study of
Nijgadh-Hetauda-Bharatpur
section. A total of 16 interna-
tional engineering firms had
submitted expressions of inter-
est {Eols), showing their inter-
est for the consultancy.

“Three firms were shortlisted
and issued request for proposal
(R{P),” said Rajeshwor Man
Singh, superintendent engi-
neer of DoRW. “Hopefully, we
will he able to select a consul-
tant within the current fiscal
year.” The consultant to be
hired wiil need to conduct a
feasibility study and recom-
mend the best option among
the three alternative align-
ments to avoid CNP and PWR.

The three consulting firms
that were shortlisted for the RfP
stage were ILF Consulting En-
gineers of Austria, Yooshin En-
gincering of South Korea in col-
laboration with Tull Bright
Consultancy of Nepal, and a
joint venture of Dohwa Engi-
neering and Kunhwa Consult-

ing and Engineering of South -

Korea, Rites of India and local
firm Sitt Consultants.

. The old plan to extend the
railway alignment through the
CNE a World Heritage Site, had
run into controversy citing the
project would leave a negative
impact on. bio-diversity and

feasihility study of railway line

120.25 bhillion for railway net-
work development.

Even though the feasibility
study is yet to be conducted,
government officials estimate
that the development of rail-
way alignment avoiding CNP
would increase the length and
investment cost, while the
speed design will also have to
be reduced to below 160 km per
hour. A source at the Ministry
of Physical Infrastructure and
Transportsaid that lack of co-
ordination among government
agencies has been causing con-
fusion over the railway devel-
opment plan.

“There will be

The proposed

" Simara-Tamsariya section
had run into controversy for
passing through Chitwan said the source.

National Park

endangered animals including
the one-horned rhino, accord-
ing to DoRW. However, despite
the controversy, the depart-

-ment has already prepared de-

tailed project report (DPR) of
Simara-Tamsariya section
whichis 127.1 km long,.

In the DPR, the government
was also recommended to
build a 15.2 km bridge for ele-
vated railway in the CNP that
would minimise environmen-
tal impacts. Of the tolal length
of the proposed line, 60 km
passes through CNFE including
seven km in the core area of the
park. According to the DPR of
Simara-Tamsariya, the section
will require an investment of Rs

another DPR after
the feasibility
study which means
we will be spend-
ing additional re-
sources for the
same  purpose,”

The source added
that there must be
an investigation
into how the previ-
ous feasibility
study was prepared and why
there was no objection then
with the alignment passing
through the CNP Rites, an Indi-
an government enterprise, had
conducted feasibility study of
all sections of Mechi-Mahakali
Electrified Railway including
Tamsariya-Sirnara in 2010,
Based on that feasibility
study, a joint venture of
Soosung Engineering, Kunhwa
Consulting and Engineering,
Korea Rail Network Authority,
Korea Transport Institute, Indi-
an firm — International Con-
sulting Technocrats — and Full
Bright Consultancy of Nepal
had completed DPR of this sec-
tion last year.
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jdropower

appoints consultant

POSTREPORT =
KATHMANDY, JUNE 29 '

Tanahu Hydropower Limited
oh Monday signed a contract
agreement with a joint ven-
ture-of Germany’s Lahmeyer-
International and Canada’s
~ Manitoba. Hydro, appointing
the latter consultant for the
-next 12 years.
The appointment, which
:-came after a long hiatus, has

paved the way for the con-

" struction of the 140MW stor-

age-type project.

The negotiations took three
months as the firm demanded
income tax exemption, which
the. Nepal Electricity

Authority (NEA) rejected.
Later, the foreign consultant
agreed to pay the taxes.

The negotiations were also
delayed due to a long-running
dispute

between  Asian

Development Bank and the
Energy Ministry over wheth-
er to appoint the joint venture
as the project’s consultant.

The ministry had argued
that the ADB-selected firm
lacked enough experience in
sedimentation flushing.

“The consultant agreed to
the government's terms over
tax, and the agreement could
be signed,” said NEA
Managing Director Mukesh
Kafle. “The agreement means
the project will now be built.”

The foreign form will work
as project supervision con-
sultant even after the comple-
tion of project for some years,
as per the agreement.

The firm will now prepare
tender documents te award
the construction contract.
“We plan to award the con-
tract within 2015, said Kafle.



