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4. Characteristics of Green Infrastructure
There is a grey-green continuum of thinking relating to concepts surrounding ‘infrastructure’, although
green’ can be used to denote the function or facility provided by an element, even if it is not strictly
green’ in land use terms. It is suggested therefore that the definition of ‘grey’ as fundamentally distinct
from ‘green’ may not be altogether helpful, and that, like a colour chart, we can move through a range of

shades (see Figure 1): in the middle is grey/green e.g. cycleways
Elements that might be classed as ‘grey’, but which contribute to the wider functioning of green
infrastructure should be treated as part of the green infrastructure network. Grey infrastructure, such as

bus routes, should be made to integrate with green infrastructure networks rather than vice-versa
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Figure 1: The Grey-Green confinuum

One of the problems encountered in considering green infrastructure planning is that it is often hard to
visualise and therefore may not be accounted for properly. The green-grey continuum concept may help

to overcome the lack of obviousness of green infrastructure compared to grey infrastructure, which is

well understood in the planning process

Hi B2 : GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING GUIDE Version: 1.1
http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/resources/North_East_Green_Infrastructure_Planning_Guide.pdf
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