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Policy makers must balance two key concerns in addressing the spatial
consequences of depopulation

(F1#%) The productivity-focused logic of concentration, however, must be balanced
against the need for a sustainable settlement pattern. The authorities are concerned
about the environmental deterioration that can occur in abandoned locations, as well as
about the equity implications of leaving a substantial portion of the population living in
places where depopulation trends may destroy the economic and social fabric of local
communities. There is also a fear that over-concentration could leave the country even
more vulnerable to both economic shocks and natural catastrophes, particularly in view
of Tokyo’s vulnerability to earthquakes. In any case, states are territorial entities with
obligations to all their citizens, and no government could view the depopulation or
impoverishment of large swathes of its territory with indifference. The government thus
remains committed to sustaining a broader settlement pattern. Variety in the size and
character of places is in any case no less beneficial than variety in the availability of
goods and services. Firms and households choose cities of different size, or rural
areas, as a function of their needs and resources, and there is no obvious reason for
depopulation to change this.  (#%1%)
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