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Pilot fired in Indonesia after alleged
attempt to fly drunk

JAKARTA, Indonesia - An Indonesian budget airline has fired a pilot suspected of trying to
fly a plane while he was drunk, and two of its executives are resigning.

Citilink President Director Albert Burhan announced Friday that he and the airline’s
production director would resign over the impropriety. Citilink is a subsidiary of national
flag carrier Garuda Indonesia.

Passengers became suspicious when they heard slurred words and unclear
announcements from the cockpit. Some of them left the plane and asked for a
replacement of the pilot they believed to be either drunk or under drug influence.

Citilink assigned a new pilot to fly the Airbus A320 about an hour behind schedule. The
flight had 154 passengers but a number reportedly decided to cancel.

The flight on Wednesday was heading from Surabaya, Indonesia’s second-largest city, to
the capital, Jakarta. Aviation is a main mode of travel in the sprawling nation of 17,000
islands, and the incident has raised safety concerns.

Footage posted on YouTube showed the pilot appearing to stagger through a metal
detector at a security checkpoint. Security guards picked up his belongings that were
falling on the floor as he seemed out of control.

“The pilot had committed serious violation of standard operation procedure that
endangered passengers,” Burhan said. “We apologize for the discomfort. I have to be
responsible for that and therefore I and my production director resign.”

Hi#8:CBS NEWS
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pilot-fired-in-indonesia-after-alleged-attempt-to-fly-drunk/

Airline Pilot, Believed to Be Drunk,
Is Pulled From Cockpit in Canada

By lan Austen

Jan. 2, 2017 f L 4 ~» I]
OTTAWA — It was 7 a.m., and 99 passengers and six crew members were aboard a 737 on the
tarmac at Calgary International Airport, bound for a sunny holiday in Cancun, Mexico. There
was one problem, however. The flight’s captain was passed out in the cockpit, apparently from
drinking.

The police in Calgary, Alberta, arrested the pilot,_, on Saturday and have
charged him with two alcohol-related offenses.

“This is a new one, and obviously this had a very significant potential to cause great harm had
the pilot actually been allowed to fly this plane,” Staff Sgt. Paul Stacey of the Calgary Police
Service said at a news conference. “There’s just so many checks and balances, it just doesn’t
surprise me that he got caught before this plane was able to leave the gate.”

Nevertheless, Inspector Ken Thrower, the commander of the Calgary Police Service’s traffic
and airport unit, said his officers, along with airport officials and inspectors from Transport
Canada, the aviation regulator, will begin trying to figure out how the pilot managed to pass
through several checkpoints, including airport security, while obviously inebriated.

Hi#2:New York Times
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/02/world/americas/canada-pilot-drunk-sunwing-airlines.html
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