
Year 

Exports 

1950 

417 

1960 

1,482 

1970 

5,990 

1980 

15,255 

1990 

17,114 

2000 

20,324 

2003 

22,975 

Share of the Three 
Major Bays (2003) 

14,896 

Imports 1,366 9,221 49,301 67,581 79,783 93,416 94,929 45,190 

Domestic freight 10,072 33,290 88,160 123,824 127,895 120,127 112,604 39,266 

Domestic ferries - - 41,804 84,202 100,406 83,903 79,484 9,638 

Total 11,854 43,994 185,255 290,862 325,198 317,770 309,991 108,991 

Port maintenance by local port terminal corporations is implemented according to a formula 

under which a portion of the operating fees is paid by leasing wharves. The central government and 

port management bodies support local port terminal corporations through interest-free loans to 

these development corporations and partial public provision of facilities. There are plans to reduce 

the local port terminal corporations’ wharf lease fees through such support. 

Furthermore, in order to promote the systematic development of port facilities, the port manage

ment bodies of certain major ports set forth policies for port planning. The national government 

also draws up five-year plans for implementation goals for the development of port facilities na

tionwide. 

In March 2000, the Port and Harbor Law was revised in order to raise the international competi

tiveness of Japan’s ports and provide more detailed policies for environmental protection. The 

revision also involved a reassessment of the national government’s share of maintenance expenses 

in order to develop the facilities that are most vital to the nation and to specific regions in an 

efficient and focused manner. 

1.5. Cargo Volume 

Tokyo Bay (six harbors, including Yokohama and Tokyo), Osaka Bay (five harbors including Kobe 

and Osaka) and Ise Bay (five harbors including Nagoya) are known as the Three Major Bays. 

These bays handle approximately 35% of all port cargo in Japan. 

(Unit: ten thousand tons) 

Source: Ports Viewed in Terms of Figures 2005, p. 9, p. 12 
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