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Traces of pit dwellings, foundations of large structures, mounds containing large

quantities of earthenware, burial areas, and clay mining pits for pottery producticn tell
much about prehistoric life and society at Aomori’s Sannai Maruyama Site. The site is
one of the largest settlement sites of the Jomon period (13,000-400 BCE) discovered

T‘\ E 5b“j t:ﬁég EHV to date, and archaeological surveys indicate that a sizeable settlement existed here for

over a thousand years between 3900 and 2200 BCE.

Development of settiements

Food sources and environmental factors led to changes in the scale and form of

settlements over the course of the Jomon period (13,000-400 BCE). They began
at the end of the last glacial period as seasconal bases for foraging and hunting.
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nermanent Thev erew congiderahlv in gize hetween 5000 and 2000 BCE with laree
that measured up to 32 meters in length. A number of these pit dwellings have been

recreated and are open for visitors to enter. Archaeologists believe the larger dwellings
may have functioned as community spaces, workshops, or communal winter living
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