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" INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION

. ASSEMBLY ' _ ' A 24/WP.)

- 24th session . ‘ - - 28 November 2005 -
-Agenda item 8 , o ©  Original: ENGLISH l

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL TO THE ASSEMBLY ON THE WORK OF THE
ORGANIZATION SlNCE THE TWEN'I'Y—TH]R’D SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY

} Piragy and armed robbery against ships'.in-w:it.ers ,(.iff»thc coast of Som:_ali:é-
, Note by fhe-Sccremry—Genex;:il :

Attached at annex is the text of the Assembly resolution on Piracy and armed: rbbl;erj
against ships in waters off the coast of Somalia as adopted by the Assembly at its plcnary séssion

. on23 November 2005.

* ¥

For reasons of cconomy, this 4 {is peinted in a limited nomber. Delcgates are
kindly asked to bring lhc-rcopm.- to mectings ard not to request zddmom] oop-cs
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A24/WP.]
ANNEX
Resolution A.{.....](z4)

Adop(ed on 23 November 20(}5
(Agenda- item 8) )

PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY AGAINST SHIPS
IN WATERS OFF THE COAST OF SOMALIA.

THE ASSEMBLY,

- RECALLING Artncle 15(_1) of the’ Conventxon on the Internanonal Mantnnc Orgamzatlon
conceming the functions of the Assembly in refationr to regulatlons and gmdclmcs concermng )
mannmc safety and the prevcntlon and control of marine pollution from ships,

RECALLING ALSO arhclc i of the Charter of the Umted Nahons whlch mcludes
among the purposes of the Umted Nations, the maintenance of mtcmatlonal peace and security,

ALSO RECALLING artlclc 100-of thc United Natjons Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) which provides for all States to co-operate to the fullest. possible extent in the
repression of piracy-on the high seas-or in any other place outside the qu'lSdlCthn of any State,

FURTHER RECALLING article 105 of UNCLOS which, inter alia, provides that, on the
high seas or in any other place outside the jurisdiction of any State, every State may seize a pirate
ship or aircraft, or a ship or aircrafl taken by piracy and under the control.of pirates and arrest the
persons and seize the property on board, :

BEARING IN MIND article 110 of UNCLOS which, inter alia, enables .wzirships,
military aircrafl, or other duly authorized ships or aircraft clearly marked and identifiable’ as-
being on government service to board any ship when theré is rcasonablc ground for suspecting
that the shjp is, inter alia, engaged n piracy,” : :

REAFFIRMING resolunon A 545(13) on Measun:s to prevent acts of plracy and armed'
. robbery against ships, adopted on 17 Noventber 1983; resolution A.683(17). on Prevention and
suppression of acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships, adoptcd on 6 November 1991; and
resolution A.738(18) on Measures to prevent and suppress piracy and-anmed robbery agains(
ships, adopted on 4 November 1993,

BEARING IN MIND resolution A 922(22), through whlch the Assembly adopted the
Code of Practice for the Investigation of the Crimes of Piracy and Armed Robbéry against Shlps
(the Code); and which, inter alia, urges Governments to take action, as set out in the Code, to
investigate all acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships occurring in areas or on board ships
under their jurisdiction; and to report to the Organization pertinent mformanon on all
investigations and prosecutnons conceming these acts, :

JAASSEMBLY\Z4A\WPA1_doc
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) CONSIDERING that the Maritime Safety Coxirfmittec has approved MSC/Circ H22/Rev.1
and - MSC/Clrc 623/Rev.3 containing - recormendations to Governmgénts* and - guidance - to -

shxpowncrs and ship operators, slupmastcrs and crews. o preventing and suppressing acts of

- piracy and armed robbery against sbxps and has established a specxa] signal for use by shlps under

attack or thrcat of attack,

NOTING that the Gcneml Assembly of the. Umted Nahons atits ﬁfty ninth scssmn, by S

'resoluuon AJRES/59/24 on Occans and the Iaw"of the sea; adopted on 17 Novcmbcr 2004,
inter alta ‘

. | urges all States, in. co—operanon thh the Orgamzahon to combat plracy and
* -, - armed robbery at sea by adopling méasuies: mcludmg those relating to.assistance . .
- with capacnty-bux]dmg through trammg of “seafarers,” port staff -and . enforcement. -~
personnel in the prevention; rcportmg and investigation of incidents; brmglng the”
alleged perpetrators to Justlce in'-accordance with’ international law, and’ by - R
“adopting national legislation, - as-“well as providing- enforcement veséels and . .

équiipment and guarding agamst fravidulent ship rcg15tmt10n and

2 welcomes the progress in'regional co-operation _m the prevention a_x}d" suppression.-
of piracy and armed robbery at sea in some geographical areas, and urges States to
- give- urgent aiténtion to promoting,- adopt_mg and - Jmplementmg co- operahon__

agrccmcnts in pamcular at thc rchonal levcl in high- nisk areas,

_ NOT{NG FUR'IHER with great concern;. thc increasing number of mcndents of plracy
and armed robbery. against ships which reportedly occur in waters off the coast of Somaha, some
of which have reportcdly taken place up to 180 nautical miles from the nearest land,

MINDFUL OF the grave dangcr to life and the serious risks to nawgahonal safcty and the
environment to which such incidents may giveé rise,.

: BEING PARTICULARLY CONCERNED that lhe Monitoring Gfoup on Somaha, in 1ts
'report of 22 August 2005 to the Security Councnl of the United Nations (the Security Counc1l)
mdlcates inter alia, that the aim of the attacks on-ships sailing off the coast of Somalia is to

secure ransom demands to provide-the - perpetrators with funds for the purchase of arms, “in|
violation of the embargo on all delivery of weapons and military equipment to-Somalia (the amms .

" embargo- ‘onSomalia) cstabhshcd by the Security Council through resohition S/Res/733(1992),
adopted on 23 January }992, to enable them to continue to carry out operatlons which, inter.alia,

. rday p]ace at sk the safcty and secunty of marmme navigalion in thé area and, thus, have -

serious: consequenccs o the marine cnvuonment,

. .BEING.AWARE of the serious saféty andsccunty concerns. of the shipping industry and
the seafanng community-as a result of the attacks against ships sailing in waters off the coast of
Somalia rcfcrrcd to above,

Estabhshcd by the Security Council through resolution S/Res/1519(2003) and its mandate was renewed and
expanded through resolutions S/Res/ ]558(2004) S/Res/1587(2005) and S/Res/1630(2005).

United Nations document S/2005/625, Report of the Monitoring Group on Somalia pursuant to Security Council
" resolution S/Res/1587(2005).
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: BEING CONCERNED at the negative impact. such attacks have on the prompt and
effective delivery of food aid and .of other humanitarian assistance to Somalia and the senous
threat this poses to the hcalth and well- being of the people of Somalxa,

. NOTING with, apprecratron the Sub—reglonal semmar and workshop on pnacy and

“armed’ robbery against ships held by IMO in Sana’a, Yermien, from 9 to 13 April 2005 for .
- -countries in the Red Séa and Gulf of Adén region; and that a follow-up sumlar meetmg 15 bcmg‘ :
orgamzai to take place in Orman from 14 to 18 January 2006 ~

BEING AWARE thit the Security Councﬂ has, through reso]utron S/Resll 425(2002) :
~adopted on 22 July 2002, shpulated that the arms embargo on Somalra prohibits the direct o indiréct

. actrvrtres

supply to Somalia of techmcal advice, financial and other assrstancc and trmmng related to mlhtary

. NOTING that the Secunty Councrl by resolutlon S/Res/l 630(2005) adopted on
14 October 2005, intér alia, decided to re-establish the. Momtonng Group on Somalia and
directed it to ‘continue -to investigate, in co-ordination with relevant interhational agencies, all
activities, including in the financial, aritime and other sectors, which generate revenues used to
commit violations of the embargo on all delivery of weapons and military equipment to Somalia;
whrch the Secunty Council had establrshed by resolutron S/Res/733(l 992),

FURTHER NOTING ‘that, following a meeting of the Security Council held on
9 November 2005 to.consider the situation in Somalia, the President of the Security Council
stated, on-behalf of the Security Council, infer alia; that the Security Council had expressed
serious concern over ‘the increasing incidents of piracy off the coast of Somalia; condemned
recent hijackings of vessels in the area, particularly of ships camying humanitarian supplies to
Somalia; and urged the Transitional Federal Institutions of Somalia, regional ‘actors and relevant _
mtematronal orgamzatrons to work together to address the problem,

RECOGNIZ.ING that the particular character of the present situation in Somalia, requires -
.an excephona] response to safeguard the interests of the maritime comrnumty makmg use of the
_ sea off'the coast of Somalla .

. RECOGNIZING ALSO the strategic importance of the navrgatronal routes along- thie
coast of Somalia for regional and globa] seabomne trade and the need to ensure that they remain
safe at all times,

RECOGNIZING FURTHER the need for the immediate establishinent of appropriate
measures {0 protect ships sailing in waters off the. coast. ‘of Somalia from prracy and armed
robbery attacks,

APPRECIATING the efforts of those who have’ responded to cdlls from, or have rendered
assistance to, ships under attack in waters off the coast of Somalia; acknowledging the efforts of
a number of intemnational organizations in raising awareness amongst, and. providing guidance to,
their respective memberships and reporting to the Organizafion in relation.to this issue; and
noting, with appreciation, the work done by the International Maritime Bureau of the
International Chamber of. Cdmmerce in providing the mdustry with warnings in relation to

incidents ogccurring in waters off the coast of Somalia and assistance in resolving cases where
ships had been hijacked and the seafarers on board had been held hostage,
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, ) RESPEC'ITNG FULLY the- soverergnty, soverergn nghts junsdlctton -and terntonal
' mtegnty of’ Somaha and the relevant provrsrons ‘of mtematlonal law,’in paItlcular UNCLOS

HAVING CONSIDERED the adyvice and recornmendatrons of the Councr] at rts -
twenty ~third extraordmary séssion, in relation.to specrﬁc measures to be taken in the hght of the~ .
. _-prevaﬂmg srtuatton n the watcrs off the coast of Somalra, ' . .

1.7 CONDEMNS AND DEPLORES all et of piracy ‘and” armed robbery agamst shlpS‘
ure::pectrve of where such acts have occurred or may accur; X

2. - APPEALS to’all partres whrch may be able to assrst, to take actron wrthm the provrsrons .
~of mternatronal law to ensure that L R

S al] acts ‘o1 attempted acts of puacy and armed robbery agamst sh]ps are terrmnated

forthwrth and any plans for commrttmg such acts are abandoned and

2 any hljacked shrps are rmmedrately and uneondmonally released and that no harm
s caused to seafarers servmg n them

3. STRONGLY URGES Governments to increase’ their efforts to’ prevent aid suppress acts
of piracy. and armed robbery- against shrps rrrespectrve of where such' acts occur and,
“particulat, to ‘co-operate with other Govermnments and international organizations, in the mterests
of rule of law, safety of life at-sea and environmental protechon an relatron to acts occurring or
~ likely to oceur m the waters off the coast of Somalra . )

4. ALSO STRONGLY URGES Governments to immediately:

. issue, to ships entitled to fly their flag, as necessary, specific 'ad{'ice and guidance
on any appropriate additional precautionary measures ships may need to put in
‘place when sarhng in-waters dff the coast of Somalid to protect themselves from

e 'attack whrch may include, inter alra areas to be avorded :

2 issue, to shrps enutled to- ﬂy their ﬂag, as necessary advice and gurdance on any -
_ measures or actions they may teed to take when they are under attack or threat of
attack, whilst sailing in waters off the coast of Soma]ra ' :

3 encourage ships entitled to fly their ﬂag to ensure that mforrnatron on attemnpted
" attacks or on committed acts of " piracy or arnied robbery whilst sailing in waters

" off the coast of Somalia is promptly-convéyed to the nearby coastal States and to

the rearest most appropriate Rescue Co-ordination-Centre; SRS :

4 - provide a point of contact- through wlﬁch ‘ships entitled to fly their flag -may
request advice or dssistance when sailing in waters off the coast of Somalia and to
which such ships can report any security concems about other sh]ps ‘movements
or commumcatrons in-the area; - T

5 ‘bring (o the attention of the Secretary-Géneral information on attempted attacks or
on committed acts of piracy or armed robbery against ships entitled to fly their
flag whilst sailing in waters off the coast of Somalia for him to take appropriate
action in the circumstances;
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cncourage ships entitled to ﬂy their ﬂag to implement cxpedmously, for the shlp S

_ protection and for the protection of’ other ships in the vicinity, any measure Or
‘advice the ncarby coastal States or any. other Statc or- compctent authority may
- have prov:ded :

-cstabhsh, as neccssary plans and procedurcs 10 ass:st owners, managers and

operators-of shxps entitled to fly their flag in the speedy resolutxon of. {njackmg' _

_ cases occumng m the waters off the coast of Somaha and . -

mvcstxgate al] acts or- attemptcd acts of piracy and armcd robbery agamst sh1ps

entitled to fly their flag occurring in- the waters off the coast-of Somalia.and toA
report to the Organization any pertment mformahon -

5 : REQUESTS Governments to instruct nahona] Rescue Co- ordmahon Ccntres -OF other

agencxcs involved,. an. receipt of a report of an attack, to promptly-initiate the transmission. of .. -

relevant advice and Warnings, through' the World-Wide Navigation Warning Scrvxcc the -
International SafetyNet System or otherwise, to ships sailing in the  waters off the eoast of 4
Somalia so as to ‘warn shipping in the immediate area of the attack;

6. - REQUESTS ALSO the Transifional Federal Government of Somaha to bring the present
resolution to the attention of:

.

the Transitional Federal Assenbly. requesfing it to initiate "appropriate dctions
suitable to prevent and suppress acts of piracy and armed robbery agamst ships
ongmatmg from within Somalia; and

all other parties concerned in Somalia and seek from them the immediate
termination of all acts of piracy and armed robbery agamst ships -sailing in waters
off the coast of Somalia;

7. REQUESTS FURTHER the Secretary-General:

"1

to fransmit a copy of the presest resolution to :the Secrétary-General of the
United Nations for consideration and any further action he may deem approprate
including bringing the matter to the attention of the Security Council for
consideration and action as approprate, takmg into account relevant regional

‘co-ordination efforts;

to continue momtormg the situation in relation to thrcats to shlps sailing in watérs

“off the coast of Somalia and to report to the Council, as and when appropriate; on

developments and any further actions which may be required;

to establish and maintain co-operation with the Monitoring Group on Somialia;

and
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4 " {o consult-with intérested Govemnnicnts-and organizitions in establishing the

: 'prooess and means by which technical ‘assistance can be prowded to Somalia ahd

nearby ‘coastal States {o ‘enhance the capacity of these States to give effectto the - - = '
N prcsent resolution ‘as appropnatc taking - into - account: the outcome of ‘the - -
Sub—reglonal séminar, on ptracy and -armed tobbery - agamst shlps and maritime -

‘ gecunty held i Sana a, Yemen fmm 910 13 Apnl 2005

8.. ALSO REQUESTS the Councd o momtdr the 51tuat10n in: relahon to ‘threats to- shlps‘ l

sailing in waters off the coast of Somalia and to initiate any actions which it may deem nea:SSary
. to ensurc thc protectlon of seafarers and shxps sallmg m waters oﬁ‘ the coast of Somalia.
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