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The introduction of "Pilot Competency
Assessment system”

Civil Aeronautics Act was revised on May 25, 2011 and it will

come into effect on April 1, 2014. Along with that, "Pilot
Competency Assessment system" is introduced from April 1,
2012.

| This AIC supersedes AIC NR009/22 dated 19 MAY 2022.

New information and changes are indicated by bold vertical
lines.

1. Abstract
On and after April 1, 2014, no person who holds a Pilot
Competency Certificate must do what is listed below unless
passing a Pilot Competency Assessment conducted by a Pilot
Competency Assessor has been made within a specific period
(2 years in principle) preceding a flight:
1) getting on board the aircraft and operating it;
2) supervising the flight training made by a person who
doesn’t have an applicable license;
3) supervising the flight training made by a person who
hasn’t passed a Pilot Competency Assessment; and
4) supervising the flight training made by a person who
doesn't have an instrument flight rating.

However, passing a Pilot Competency Assessment is not
required in one of the following situations:

a) having confirmed to have Pilot Competency within a
specific period by:
i) obtaining a Pilot Competence Certificate or changing

the ratings of the Pilot Competence Certificate; or
i) passing a Pilot Competency Assessment conducted by
an air carrier according to its operation manual.

b) being admitted by Minister of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism on account of an inevitable reason.
* This item is assumed for the situation of rescuing at the
time of disaster, expiring in a foreign country, etc.

¢) making flight training supervised by a person who holds a
Pilot Competence Certificate with which the person can
operate aircraft as a pilot in command and an aviation
medical certificate and who has passed the Pilot
Competency Assessment.
* When it is hard to make flight training supervised by an
appropriate person who holds a necessary Pilot
Competency Certificate, a person designated by the
Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
may supervise the training.

2. Definitions
“Pilot Competency Assessment.”
A Pilot Competency Assessment is an assessment in which a
pilot is assessed whether the pilot maintains knowledge and
competency required for operating aircraft, which shall be
conducted within a specific period (2 years in principle)
preceding a flight.

“Pilot Competency Assessor.”

A Pilot Competency Assessor is a person who is approved by
the Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
about having experience, aeronautical knowledge and
aeronautical proficiency which are required for conducting a
Pilot Competency Assessment in the standard of item 3.1).
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3. Pilot Competency Assessor
1) Standards for Approval

Approval of a Pilot Competency Assessor is given by the

Director of a Regional Civil Aviation Bureau to a person who

is:

i) having a Pilot Competency Certificate with which the
person can operate aircraft of the same category which is
used for the Pilot Competency Assessment, as pilot-in-
command,;

i) having knowledge and competency necessary for
conducting the Pilot Competency Assessment, meeting
one of the following requirements:

« holding a flight instructor certificate of the same aircraft
category;

* having been approved by the Minister of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism as a competency
assessor of the same aircraft category for a designated
airman training school;

« having been designated by the Minister of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism as a check pilot
of the same category aircraft for a domestic air carrier
designated by the Minister of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism;

« having been designated as a check pilot of the same
aircraft category for a domestic air carrier based on its
designation standards prescribed in the operation
manual;

« having been designated as a check pilot of the same
aircraft category of aerial work for a based on its
designation standards prescribed in the operation
standards; or

* having passed a qualification test for the Pilot
Competency Assessor conducted by Japan Civil
Aviation Bureau;

iii) having completed the course for the Pilot Competency
Assessment conducted by the Minister of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism or having
knowledge equivalent to or more advanced than that
which is given in the course.

2) Obligation

i) When conducting a Pilot Competency Assessment, Pilot
Competency Assessor is obliged to carry Identification
Card of Pilot Competency Assessor; and

i) Pilot Competency Assessor is obliged to attend to
periodical course provided by the Minister of Land,
Infrastructure, Transportation and Tourism once in two
years, from the next year of approval, provided, however,
that this shall not apply to those who are approved to
have equivalent knowledge.

4. Pilot Competency Assessment
1) Way of assessment

i) A Pilot Competency Assessment is conducted by category
of aircraft;

ii) In principle, Pilot Competency Assessors are designated

for conducting Pilot Competency Assessment for aircrafts
under their Pilot Competence Certificate ;
*When it is hard to be conducted Pilot Competency
Assessment by appropriate persons who hold necessary
Pilot Competence Certificate as a pilot in command,
persons who are Pilot Competency Assessors and
designated by the Minister of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism are available.

iii) All or part of practical assessment can be conducted with
flight simulated device or flight training device approved
by the Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
Tourism;

iv) When Pilot Competency Assessors conduct a Pilot
Competency Assessment, they should write result of the
assessment, (and validity period in case of passing) and
the other required things into applicant's Pilot
Competence Certificate and promptly report to the
Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism ;
and
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v) Anyone who failed Pilot Competency Assessment should
submit their Pilot Competence Certificate soon to Minister
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism unless it is
required for re-assessment or flight training;

2) Contents of assessment
Pilot Competency Assessment should be conducted by oral
test and practical test about the items listed below:
a) Knowledge required for operation;
* Revised point of aviation law, latest operation rule and
consideration based on recent aviation accident, etc.
b) Pre-flight work;
* Position of center of gravity, aeronautical information,
weather information, information of aircraft maintenance,
confirmation of fuel loaded and making and approval of
flight plan, etc.

c) Operation at an airport etc. and traffic pattern;

d) Takeoff and landing and go-around and rejected takeoff;

e) Flight with basic instrument; and

f) Normal operation for general flight;
* Non-normal and emergency operation, go-around and
rejected takeoff are assumed to be conducted by oral test
during practical test.

3) Time for going through Pilot Competency Assessment

In principle, passing the Pilot Competency Assessment

should be made within 2 years from the date of piloting. (i.e.

flying is allowed for 2 years since passing of Pilot

Competency Assessment.)

But, in case passing another Pilot Competency Assessment
before Expiration Date of Piloting Capable Period (2 years),
length of the new Piloting Capable Period is 2 years plus

residual date of the old Piloting Capable Period (at most 45

days).

5. Contact information
1) Flight Standards Division, Air Traffic Services and Safety
Department, East Japan civil aviation bureau
Tel : +81-(0)3-5275-9321 (01:00~08:00 UTC)
Email: cab-tcabpca@mlit.go.jp

2) Flight Standards Division, Air Traffic Services and Safety
Department, West Japan civil aviation bureau
Tel : +81-(0)6-6937-2781 (01:00~08:00 UTC)
Email: cab-opca@mlit.go.jp

Remarks:
This AIC INCORP NOTAM RJAAYNYX Q2761/22.
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