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European airports under siege: Why
airlines are cancelling flights,
struggling to load baggage

The emergence of Covid-19 two years ago hit the aviation industry severely — airlines
and airports let workers go to reduce costs as flights were grounded.
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Experts anticipate the situation to worsen in the coming days. (Reuters)

Severe manpower shortage at European airports, coupled with a post-
pandemic vacation boom, has disrupted travel — leading to flights being
cancelled, long queues causing passengers to miss flights, and delayed
baggage. London’s Heathrow, one of the worst-hit airports, asked airlines

operating at two of its terminals to cancel 10% of their flights, according to a

recent Bloomberg report.
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Why are so many flights being canceled? Aviation analysts say it's
due to airlines' inability to plan amid a tight labor market.

Stephen Jones Jul 23, 2022 653 PM Q) ()
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Delay i 2 common theme this vaalaa /S com

= Airlines have collectively led th
shortages often being blamed.

of flights, with labor
= Insider spoke to aviation consultants and a union boss to discover
why airlines are short-staffed.

= They blame COVID-19, uncertainty, and the tight labor market for
leading carriers to cancel flights.
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