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Inspection and Maintenance of Mooring Equipment Including Lines

The amendments to SOLAS [1-1/Reg.3-8 “Towing and mooring equipment” has came into effect on January 1, 2024.
These amendments introduced new requirements for mooring arrangements and equipment, including mooring lines, aiming to recognize
the importance of the design ofimooring arrangements and the selection of appropriate mooring equipment and fittings for safe mooring
operations.
Since 1 January 2024, all ships are required to keep the management plans on board based on MSC.1/Circ.1620. The management plans
shall include the following I to VI contents.
I. Procedures for mooring operations, inspection, and maintenance of mooring equipment, including mooring lines to be documented and
available on board.
I1. Procedures to allow the identification and control of mooring lines, tails, and associated attachments when on board to be documented
and available on board.
I11. The onboard maintenance plan or computer maintenance-management system is to include the periodic inspection of mooring lines,
mooring line tails and associated attachments.
IV. The records of inspection and maintenance of mooring equipment and inspection and replacement of mooring lines, are kept updated
and are available on board.
V. Manufacturers criteria for replacement of mooring lines are available.
VI. Records of the original design concept, equipment, arrangement, and specifications are available on board.
Therefore, shipowners, ship management companies, shipyards and.design companies are required to take necessary actions accordingly

referring to the information.
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Check List for the Mooring Safety

Thousands of mooring operations are performed in ports every day. They are performed safely and without accidents by professionals.
However, mooring operations are high risk. If operation steps are missed, the consequences may be catastrophic.

In order to complete the safety of mooring operations, we would like to remind vessels visiting Kobe Port to pay attention to the items on
the following checklist.

The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with information on how to prevent accidents during mooring operations.

L] Do the officers and crew know the type, physical properties and conditions such as wear
and tear of the mooring ropes and equipment?
[] Are winch control levers operating properly?

e

Are heave or slack directions clearly marked and ropes wound correctly? SR e

it

L] Do the officers and crew know “Snap-back zones of rope” and “blind sectors” in signaling
to the winch man?

] Are mooring line operations conducted on the assumption that a mooring rope may part
suddenly?

[] Are communications during mooring stations onboard maintaining good and made

in a language that all can understand including pilot, tugs and linesmen? -

[ ] Are all mooring station crew made aware of the planed operation and o
sequences in advance?

] Are all mooring station crew constantly confirmed each other the current state
of mooring rope or tug line and the motion of the main engine.

[] Are all crew equipped with personal protection equipment?

[] Has your company established procedures for a mooring operations and a

maintenance of mooring rope and equipment in its Safety Management System? ]
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