The 2nd General Meeting of the Asia Wastewater Management Partnership (AWaP)

Background

1.

In response to the set of the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) in 2015, and to achieve the
Target 6.3, which aims to "halve the proportion of untreated wastewater by 2030 ", further efforts
in the sector are necessary in Southeast Asia where wastewater treatment rate is low.

Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) proposed the
establishment of the Asia Wastewater Management Partnership (AWaP) as the first partnership
focusing on wastewater management in The Third Asia-Pacific Water Summit (December 11th
and 12th, 2017 in Yangon, Myanmar). Based on this proposal, the necessity of establishing a
regional network for knowledge sharing was stated in the Yangon Declaration.

Following up on this announcement in the Yangon Declaration, MLIT and the Ministry of the
Environment (MOE) jointly held the “Preparation Workshop of Asia Wastewater Management
Partnership (AWaP)”. In this workshop, each participant country agreed to establish a
multilateral partnership.

In order to achieve the SDGs Target 6.3, AWaP aims to mainstream wastewater management in
the partner countries, by sharing good practices and excellent technologies/knowledge on
wastewater policies with government officials. It is also aimed that the partner countries work
in cooperation on the issues commonly shared by them.

The first general meeting was held in Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan on July 25th,
2018. The participants included members from five countries (Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar,
Vietnam and Japan), and concerned organizations (the World Health Organization-WHO; video
presentation, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific-
UNESCAP, the Asian Development Bank-ADB; as observer, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency-JICA, the Water Environment Partnership in Asia-WEPA, the Japan
Sewage Works Agency-JS, and the Japan Sanitation Consortium-JSC). The aim of the meeting
was to discuss on the work plan for the following five years.

The 2nd AWaP General Meeting was held online on August 18, 2021. The participants
included members from five countries (Cambodia, Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and Japan)
and concerned organizations (the Japan International Cooperation Agency-JICA, the Japan
Sewage Works Agency-JS, the Japan Sanitation Consortium-JSC, and Institute for Global
Environmental Strategies-IGES.) Participating countries shared their activities and challenges
in wastewater management, and discussed their future activity plans.

The meeting was chaired by Dr. Taku Fujiwara (Professor of Graduate School of Engineering,
Kyoto University), based on a preliminary approval of the AWaP Operations Committee.

Opening of the Meeting

8.

Mr. Ryuji Uematsu, Director-General of Sewerage Department, Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, Japan, made the opening remarks. He expressed his
expectation that the partner countries work together as one entity through AWaP to achieve the
SDG Goal 6 (“Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all’)
by raising awareness on wastewater management, sharing the necessary knowledge for
spreading wastewater treatment, and resolving common challenges.

Session 1: Report on AWaP Activities and Summary of Common Issues



9.

10.

The AWaP Secretariat introduced and explained the outline of the implementation guidelines and
work plan.

Following this explanation, inputs regarding the work plan were made from the partner countries.

Session 2: Proposed AWaP Action Plan for Resolving Common Challenges

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

The AWaP Secretariat presented three proposals to resolve common challenges and suggested
developing and discussing activity plans in the future. The three proposals are improving the
sewer system by combining centralized and decentralized systems, sewer pipe laying by
trenchless technology, and localization of wastewater technology.

Based on the three solutions proposed above, AWaP will consider action plans that can be applied
in partner countries. The secretariat will coordinate with partners and discuss the specific
implementation plans at the following operations committee.

Partner countries generally agreed with the three proposals made by the secretariat. They made
comments as follows.

Capacity building and training programs are required in addition to the improvement of the
sewerage systems.

The localization or transfer of construction and manufacturing technologies is required to
enhance the domestic business capabilities in the partner countries.

On-site wastewater treatment currently adopts septic tanks in some countries. Replacing septic
tanks with Johkasou will improve the situation.

The decentralized wastewater treatment system is crucial to control wastewater from hospitals
and promote wastewater reuse.

Session 3: Proposals for the future AWaP General Meeting and Operations Committee

18.

19.

20.

21.

The AWaP Secretariat made proposals for the future AWaP General Meeting and Operations
Committee.

At the 4th Asia Pacific Water Summit-APWS, AWaP may collaborate in the field of wastewater
management. This opportunity will facilitate AWaP to disseminate its activities to halve the
proportion of untreated wastewater, which is one of the targets of SDGs, to the APWS.

The secretariat will coordinate with the AWaP countries on the linkage with the 4th Asia Pacific
Water Summit and discuss it at the next Operations Committee as needed.

AWaP plans to hold its 4th Operations Committee around January 2022 before the 4th Asia
Pacific Water Summit and its 3rd General Meeting from July to September 2023. The AWaP
Secretariat will coordinate the timing of the meetings with each country.

Discussion on Future Schedule

22.

AWaP agreed to hold its 4th Operations Committee around January 2022 to discuss the activity
plans solving common issues and contents to present AWaP activities at the 4th Asia Pacific Water
Summit.

23. AWaP agreed to participate in the 4th Asia Pacific Water Summit in April 2022 to disseminate



AWaP activities and hold its third General Meeting around July to September 2023.

Taku Fujiwara
Chairperson for the 2™ General Meeting of Asia Wastewater Management Partnership (AWaP)
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