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Abstract

<Study on maintenance and revitalization of local public transport in regional cities>

In regional cities in Japan, public transport service has been discontinued on many routes, due
to a decrease in the number of public transport users.

On the other hand in Europe and the United States, the share of public transport and the
number of passengers carried by public transport have remained unchanged or have been
slightly increasing in recent years, especially with the significant expansion of tram networks.

Under these circumstances, issues of local public transport in regional cities in Japan were
examined, and overseas case studies were conducted on informative systems and advanced

cases to investigate how such issues are addressed in Europe and the United States.

main findings are listed in Table 1.

Table 1.

The

Issues of local public transport in regional cities in Japan

and corresponding measures taken in Europe and the United States

Issues in Japan

Measures in Europe and U.S.

Unclear division of responsibilities between
private operators, despite the role expansion
of local governments

Local public transport service is generally
regarded as the responsibility of local
governments

Indication of weakness in management effort
by private operators

System to promote management effort by
private operators

Lack of capability and vision to coordinate
across comprehensive modes of transport and
to handle issues across regional boundaries

Development of a comprehensive transport
plan, and establishment of a wide-area public
transport coordination system by local
governments

Lack of financial resources

Project-specific budget and special taxation
measures

Gap between transport policies and urban
policies/land-use policies

System to ensure consistency between
transport policies and urban policies/land-use
policies

Difficulty to reach an agreement with local
residents

System to involve local residents from the
planning stage
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