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Abstract

It is getting big attention that the consumption by foreign tourists visiting Japan leads
to economic growth. For the achievement, predicting precise future is expected, based
on examining the current status, such as from which country the tourist come, with
how much of visit experience to Japan, by which visit style, how often and to which
specific area.

In order to grasp the details, this study analyzed the trend of share, variation in time-
series and domestic visit area distribution that organized by attribute of foreign tourists.
Then, a prediction model was developed for estimating the number of foreign tourists
by domestic visit area in the time of "the foreign tourists reach 30 million”, which was
the goal of government as of June 2014.

Overview is as follows;

1. Targeting the tourists from Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, Thailand, UK, US
and Australia, we organized the variation of the number of foreign tourists in time-
series, according to purpose (sightseeing/business), visit style (group/individual) and
visit experience to Japan (beginner/repeater) and performed the tendency analysis of
domestic visit area distribution. As a result, it was reaffirmed the tendency of visit
destination varies by tourists' country/area, but even from the same country, the way
of the tour varied by the visit experience or visit style to Japan.

(e.g. : The tourists from China tend to visit to Kanto, Chubu, Kinki District Transport
Bureau's blocks with high rate. While the beginners tend to make a tour widely in
plural areas like Tokyo, Osaka, the repeaters tend to make a tour within narrow range
and keep staying in the specific District Transport Bureau's block such as Kanto,
Osaka)

2. Developed a model to predict the future value of domestic visit area, with 30
million of foreign tourists as a control total, by combining “a model for predicting the
number of foreign tourists by country/area” and “a trend of domestic visit area
distribution by country/area/attribute”, plus by adding the component rate of visit
experience/style. Based on the model, when predicting the number of guests and
accommodations occupancy rate at each prefecture in the time of 30 million foreign
tourists, centralization to specific area (such as Tokyo, Osaka) would be progressed.



3. For local decentralization, scenarios which manipulate the share of visit
experience or country/area were provided for 3 areas, East Asia, South East Asia and
US/Europe.

With these scenarios, the variations of accommodations occupancy rate at each
prefecture and the visit rate to local area were predicted. As a result, only changing
share was not enough to have effects, rather it is necessary to change drastically the
behavior pattern of foreigner tourists to plan local decentralization.
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JNTO /

JNTO JNTO 2005-2006
JNTO JNTO 2006 2007
JNTO JNTO 2009
2007 2014
2010 2014
2014
2010 2014

IMF World Economic Outlook Database 2015 10
United Nations World Population Prospects The 2015 Revision
OAG

27 12
http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/press/release/index.html

27 12
http://bunka.nii.ac.jp/special_content/world

27 12

http://www.rinya.maff.go.jp/j/sin_riyou/sekaiisan/nihon_sekaiisan.html

ITU Percentage of Individuals using the Internet
Google 28 2
https://www.google.co.jp/trends/

28 2
index.baidu.com/
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