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Abstract

In this study, various surveys were conducted with the purpose of contributing to future
effort for attracting foreign tourists visiting Japan to local regions, aiming at the
realization of “Total 70 million of foreign overnight visitors to local regions by 2020
(excluding three major metropolitan areas)”, which is one of five goals cited in “Tourism
Vision to support the Future of Japan” (determined in the Meeting of the Council for the
Development of Tourism Vision to support the Future of Japan, March of 2016).
Specifically, Mconducted the actual condition analysis on the distribution of domestic
visit areas of foreign tourists visiting Japan and @focusing on “the consciousness of
tourists” which determine their travel behavior, attempted to grasp the situation of how
image will form and the correlation between the area awareness and the number of
overnight visitors. QIn addition, as well as considering the way of desirable promotion
etc through case studies, investigated a Japanese image in Southeast Asia expected
future rapid growth by using image mapping method.

As the result of the surveys, it was confirmed that the visiting destinations was biased
on specific prefectures among local regions and that it is necessary to change drastically
the line of flow of foreign tourists visiting Japan, in order to increase the number of
foreign tourist visitors to local regions. Additionally, it was found that the awareness
and the visiting has some certain correlation, besides it was suggested that, in online
promotion for attracting further foreign tourist to local regions, creating contents
appropriately, disseminating information continuously and implementing PDCA cycle
continuously are important.

However, this study analyzed the presence of correlation at a macro level through using
various data in the surveys, therefore it has limitation on the detailed analysis on travel
behavior. In near future, by more actively utilizing of digital marketing that the usage
is being expedited internationally in recent years, it is expected it makes possible to
implement the consistent data provision on travel behavior of tourists, including such
behavior : pre-trip, on a trip, post-trip : , as well as the precise analysis based on this
data

The summaries of each chapter are as follows;

1. In the chapter 1, upon organizing the situation of domestic visit areas distribution
of foreign tourists visiting Japan in 2015 using existing statistics for the actual condition
analysis, it was confirmed that the visiting destinations was biased on specific
prefectures among local regions. Additionally, when the tendency for visiting local
regions was calculated tentatively, with manipulated attributes share, without changing
the behavior pattern (line of flow) of each attribute belonging to foreign tourists visiting

Japan of 2015, the ratio of total number of the overnight visitors in local regions didn't



reach 50%. Therefore, it is deemed it is necessary to change drastically the line of flow
of foreign tourists visiting Japan.

2. In the chapter 2, it was attempted to grasp the situation in image forming and the
correlation between the area awareness and the number of overnight foreign visitors,
utilizing data such as the results of existing surveys and online data( SNS etc).

In the analysis using existing survey results, the correlation analysis was conducted,
between the awareness (by prefecture, time series, degree of awareness) and the number
of overnight foreign visitors. Consequently it was found that awareness and the number
of overnight foreign visitors has certain correlation and it was suggested that not only
prefecture names but the awareness of specific city names and place names are
sometimes important besides motivation to go or the awareness accompanied with image
are important.

In analysis using online data( SNS etc), as a target of plural areas of local regions,
summing the number of specific key words such as prefectures names or place names,
the correlation between the area awareness and the number of overnight visitors as well
as the tendency of key words appearance were analyzed. As a result, it was found it is
possible to presume on some level in what kind of image the targeted area is recognized
with through online data( SNS etc). On the other hand, as for association with visiting,
the correlation with overnight visitors is not always high, therefore, it was suggested it
is important rather utilizing the online data( SNS etc) as a reference when developing
promotion or preparing to receive tourists, with considering its number and its contents.

3. In the chapter 3, considering prospective promotion etc through case study, the
survey on the image of Japan using image mapping method was conducted and analyzed
as consideration material for strategic promotion to attract future foreign visitors from
Southeast Asia expected future rapid growth.

In regard to promotion, assuming the process before a tourist visiting area
(attention, interest — search — action) with targeted specific places, case study was
conducted, such as promotion that successfully contributed to foreign visitors increase
according to raising the awareness of foreign people. The result suggested that when the
contents used in promotion can combine with media appropriately, it is possible to
attract foreign visitors to the places they have never visited before and that it is
important on online promotion to keep PDCA cycle going continuously under the
equipment capable of measuring effects.

The survey and analysis on the image of Japan using image mapping method were
conducted targeting Indonesia and Malaysia. The results suggested the relevancy

between the imaged place names and the actual visits.
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Enjoying traditional relax time in Japan.
Wearing a #yukata and visiting some

%7 b
We will not be travelling direct from
Kinosaki to Koyasan or Takayama but
have a day rest in Kyoto or Osaka in
between.
I love the train rides in Japan especially

While travelling south we heard great
things about an onsen town that
Japanese tourists liked, Kinosaki .
Naoya Shiga (1883-1971) wrote At
Kinosaki which is an example of the

#onsen in onsentown Kinosaki.
#traditions #goodlife

the slow ones so we will enjoy

autobiographical novel ( shi-shosetsu)
and made the town more well-known

around Japan.

e are active so it'll be fine to \
move/walk a lot but afraid not to have
time to enjoy places. We decide to pack
light and buy/shop stuffs in Japan when
necessary .

We included both Hakone and Kinosaki
Onsen because we love to try onsen

and
- Hakone has Mt Fuji view
- Kinosaki Onsen seems more

traditional and we'll got a chance to
wear yukata and geta to walk around
gutside ryokan.
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