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Abstract

This research is to provide fundamental information which could be used when
considering measures to improve the sustainability of municipalities. We compiled
this study by focusi ng on the relationship between the issues for settling down in a
specific municipality and the features of its area and housing.

Based on the city -level surveys, questionnaires, and other data, we have
investigated why people keep living in a specific are a and the factors for the net
population influx into the municipality. "The City Monitoring Sheet" prepared by
the City Bureau of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
(MLIT) was used for the city -level surveys.

This study can show t hat population shifts in a municipality are related to the
accessibility to medical and commercial facilities, the dependency rate on public
transportation for commute, the housing vacancy rate, and other issues. Also, those
who wish to keep living in the  municipality are relatively content with the natural
surroundings, the accessibility to shopping, housing, the distance from their
families and relatives, and other matters. On the other hand, those who wish to
leave the area have difficulties with shoppin g, healthcare, welfare, and commute,
among other issues.
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)
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() 10 20 152 0.427 0.492|  0.409 0.234 0.217
5 10 227 0.424 0.433|  0.382 0.378 0.338
5 301 0.310 0.223]  0.336 0.174 0.202
_ Jong 122 28 0.102 0.063| -0.250 0.191 0.134
i o wl “ |20 50 81 0.216 0.379]  0.201 0.127 0.127
soom  — = w0 20 152 0.170 0.397|  0.220 0.156 0.051
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. 1 10 20 152 -0.392 -0.482] _-0.506 -0.217 0.121
5 10 228 0.473 -0.400] _-0.555 -0.286 0.152
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