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Survey Research on the Housing Needs of the Dankai Juniors

Abstract

The trends of the dankai generation (the post-war baby-boomers born between 1947
and 1949) have long been a focus of attention in the housing market. Their impact on
the market will gradually lessen as they are reaching retirement. The authors focus
on the dankai juniors, born between 1973 and 1980, who occupy a large percentage of
the total population after the dankar generation. The juniors have started thinking
seriously about their housing needs. Their behavior trends will affect the directions of
housing policies.

In this study the authors examine the characteristics of these two generations and
conduct two questionnaire surveys (one concerning dankai juniors’ opinions about
housing, and the other about their lifestyle) in an attempt to better understand the
housing needs of the juniors.

The dankai generation:

e Occupies a significantly large share in the total population

e Moved in large numbers from rural areas to Tokyo and other large cities to work

¢ Own many more financial assets than the younger generation

e Have imposed a great impact on the housing market through relocation depending
on their life stage

The dankaijuniors, on the other hand:

e Are the second-largest population group after the dankai

e Have a higher proportion of members who were born in metropolitan regions than
do the dankar

e Have to rely on housing loans and support from parents for most of their housing
purchase expenses

A questionnaire survey of dankai junior housing needs revealed that they have
diverse values and opinions about housing, depending on gender, marital status,
presence or absence of children, whether or not they live with their parents, and type
of family. These values and opinions are reflected in their diverse and complex
housing needs.

Certain dankai junior trends are observed. Single males tend to want to purchase a
house as their income increases, while more than half of the single females plan to
move to another rented apartment or house. When juniors with house-moving
experience were questioned about where they had moved, it was revealed that while
singles living in the suburbs tended to move to areas closer to central Tokyo, those
with families tended to have established closer ties with the community and thus



preferred to continue to live in the same area.

These opinions and values of the juniors should be utilized to enable the housing
market to offer more housing options to meet their diverse needs.

Key Words: housing market, dankai juniors, emphasis on community relations,
diversified values
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7 1640 100.0 280 171 702 42.8
8 1640 100.0 548 334 806 49.1
9 1640 100.0 529 32.3 668 40.7
10 1640 100.0 699 42.6 687 41.9
11 1640 100.0 329 20.1 677 413
12 1640 100.0 620 37.8 780 47.6
13 1640 100.0 153 9.3 396 24.1
14 1640 100.0 368 224 703 42.9
15 1640 100.0 82 5.0 159 9.7
16 1640 100.0 148 9.0 276 16.8
17 1640 100.0 39 24 151 9.2
18 1640 100.0 56 34 247 151
19 1640 100.0 322 19.6 675 41.2
31160 100.0 6310 20.3 10842 34.8

1 469 28.6 360 22.0 191 116
2 588 35.9 352 215 179 109
3 358 218 148 9.0 73 4.5
4 253 154 71 4.3 16 10
5 304 185 70 4.3 34 21
6 261 159 42 2.6 19 12
7 474 28.9 128 7.8 56 34
8 222 135 46 2.8 18 11
9 326 19.9 98 6.0 19 12
10 203 124 42 2.6 9 05
11 468 28.5 138 8.4 28 17
12 209 127 24 15 7 04
13 556 33.9 369 22.5 166 101
14 388 23.7 139 8.5 42 2.6
15 408 24.9 378 23.0 613 374
16 465 284 377 23.0 374 22.8
17 504 30.7 507 30.9 439 26.8
18 560 34.1 416 254 361 22.0
19 478 29.1 99 6.0 66 4.0
7494 24.1 3804 122 2710 8.7

55




Q24

1 254 155
2 208 127
3 241 147
4 265 16.2
5 672 41.0
0 0.0
1640 100.0
Q25
1 146 8.9
2 230 140
3 222 135
4 230 140
5 160 9.8
6 49 3.0
7 92 5.6
8 114 7.0
9 174 10.6
10 285 174
11 180 110
12 145 8.8
13 75 4.6
14 389 23.7
15 328 20.0
16 110 6.7
17 282 172
18 180 110
19 62 3.8
20 104 6.3
21 50 3.0
22 465 284
0 0.0
1640 100.0
Q26
1 212 129
2 177 108
3 579 353
4 254 155
5 408 24.9
10 0.6
1640 100.0
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Q27 10
1 189 115
2 387 23.6
3 620 378
4 53 32
5 73 45
6 96 59
7 24 15
8 40 24
9 12 0.7
10 146 8.9
0 0.0
1640 100.0
Q28
1 320 195
2 403 24.6
3 144 8.8
4 174 10.6
5 57 35
6 542 33.0
0 0.0
1640 100.0
Q29
1] 150 478 29.1
2| 150 300 343 209
3| 300 500 531 324
4/ 500 700 148 9.0
5 700 1000 29 18
6/ 1000 9 05
7 102 6.2
0 0.0
1640 100.0
Q30
1] 150 857 52.3
2| 150 300 254 155
3| 300 500 182 111
4/ 500 700 78 4.8
5 700 1000 40 24
6/ 1000 1500 21 13
7| 1500 2000 10 0.6
8| 2000 15 0.9
9 183 112
0 0.0
1640 100.0
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