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Article91 Nationality of ships
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whose flag they are entitled to fly. There must exist a genuine link between the State and the
ship.
2. Every State shall issue to ships to which it has granted the right to fly its flag documents to
that effect.
Article94 Duties of the flag State
1. Every State shall effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control in administrative, technical
and social matters over ships flying its flag.
http//www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/textsiunclos/part7.htm
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WWW.curia.europa.eu

Court of Justice of the European Union
PRESS RELEASE No 136/17
Luxembourg, 20 December 2017
Judgment in Case C-434/15
Asociacion Profesional Elite Taxi v Uber Systems Spain SL

The service provided by Uber connecting individuals with non-professional drivers is covered by
services in the field of transport

Member States can therefore regulate the conditions for providing that service

In today’s judgment, the Court declares that an intermediation service such as that at issue in the
main proceedings, the purpose of which is to connect, by means of a smartphone application and
for remuneration, non-professional drivers using their own vehicle with persons who wish to make
urban journeys, must be regarded as being inherently linked to a transport service and,
accordingly, must be classified as ‘a service in the field of transport’ within the meaning of EU law.
Consequently, such a service must be excluded from the scope of the freedom to provide services in
general as well as the directive on services in the internal market and the directive on electronic
commerce.

It follows that, as EU law currently stands, it is for the Member States to regulate the conditions
under which such services are to be provided in conformity with the general rules of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the EU.

the service provided by Uber is more than an intermediation service that intermediation service
must be regarded as forming an integral part of an overall service whose main component is a
transport service and, accordingly, must be classified not as ‘an information society service but as ‘a

service in the field of transport’.
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