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Evolution of Boulevards and Street Trees in Urban Planning

Akira KOSHIZAWA

Systematic planning of the roadside trees in Japan as a part of the urban so-
cial infrastructure really began in the 1910's and 1920’s. The Urban Planning
Law and the Road Law were promulgated in 1919 clearly dividing urban streets
and general roads under planning criteria. Urban streets were emphasized
roadside trees and pedestrian thoroughfares with priority on spatial designs and
open spaces. Contemporary streets were constructed with an emphasis of road-
side trees under the Reconstruction Plans of Tokyo and Yokohama which were
introduced after the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 and completed in 1930.
These planning concepts were fostered by the Great Fire Reconstruction Plans
of Hakodate etc. and Tekyo Regional Greening Plan. They were employed in
cities throughout Japan during post-war reconstruction projects and produced
beautiful and functionally fire preventive avenues and boulevards. They are the
heritage of valuable community areas. However,the Read Construction Directive
of 1958 did not place such importance on spatial function and roadside trees. We
should review our perspective of planning and design policies of urban roads
again today.
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I3 o
— &S 4 7 4
= 1% 1% # 4 #
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