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Japan is a country comprised of four major islands and numerous minor islands.  It is con�gured as a crescent shape and 
situated to the east of the Asian continent in the Northwestern Paci�c Ocean. Of its 378,000 square km of land, about 70% 
is comprised of mountainous terrain. It is inhabited by more than 120 million people. 
It is a country that has achieved harmony between its traditional culture from ancient eras and its modern society with 
advanced technology. Yet, Japan’s fascinating natural environment is one that changes from season to season. 
The history of land transport in Japan began over two thousand years ago and can roughly be categorized into the follow-
ing four eras: 1) Age of People and Nature (ancient times until the Meiji Restoration in 1867), 2) Age of Modernization 
(from the Meiji Restoration until the 1950s), 3) Age of High E�ciency Networks (from the 1950s to the present day) and 4) 
Age of Optimal Maintenance and Management for Maximum Utilization of Existing Roads.  
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l. Age of People and Nature
    (ancient times until the Meiji 
      Restoration in 1867)
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Numazu-juku as depicted by Hiroshige
Source: National Diet Library

Nihombashi in the Meiji Era
Source: National Diet Library
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3. Age of High E�ciency 
    Networks 
    (from the 1950s ~ today)

The state of roads in the mid-1950s was as “incredibly bad” 
as Watkins wrote in his report. 
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■Investment change in the Five-Year Road Development Program
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Unsubsidized Local Road Projects

Toll Road Projects

General Road Projects
1) Reserve fund (150 billion) is included. 
2) Reserve fund (100 billion) is included. 
3) Reserve fund (500 billion) is included. 
4) Reserve fund (700 billion) is included. 
5) Adjustment cost (1,300 billion) is included. 
6) Adjustment cost (1,300 billion) is included. 
7) Adjustment cost (1,400 billion) is included. 
8) Adjustment cost (5,000 billion) is included. 
9) Reserve fund (11.2 billion for Okinawa) is included 
in the total of the 6th plan.

Note:

April 1968
Vehicles driving from Okazaki IC to Komaki IC after the opening 

ceremony of the Tomei Expressway
 (Photo: Mainichi Shimbun)
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2. Age of Modernization
   (from Meiji Restoration to the 
    1950s)
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■Change in number of registered vehicles
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