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On Thursday Koizumi visited the construction site of a joint Turkish-Japanese project to build an
underwater tunnel that will link Istanbul’s Asian and European sides.

Koizumi and Turkish Transportation Minister Binali Yildinm traveled on a ferry from Istanbul's
European side across the Bosporus Strait to the construction site. The tunnel will be a third major link
connecting the city's two parts.

The project is being funded with loans from the Japan Bank of International Cooperation. A Japanese-
Turkish consortium, Taisei-Kumagaigumi-Gama-Nurol, won the contract for the project, which is
expected to be completed by 2008.

INRIBIBDEREEHR UD5CE (Turkish Daily News &FhREK D)
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