【Historical Document Collection of Hikone Castle Museum】	
The Ii family’s collection of documents is in many ways their most valuable contribution to the study of Japan’s history. The museum collection includes tens of thousands of documents, some of which date back to the Azuchi-Momoyama period (1568–1603) and record, for example, the specific circumstances under which the Ii family received control of the Hikone domain and were appointed to prestigious positions within the shogunate. Other documents reveal important information about the composition of the castle town and the shape of Hikone society during the seventeenth century.

Archive of Old Ii Family Records
The approximately 27,800 documents within the museum collection have been designated Important Cultural Property in recognition of their value for the study of Japanese history. The collection includes materials that show the relationships between individual Ii daimyo and the shogun, as well as records of how the Ii daimyo operated within the Tokugawa government.
Documents collected from various daimyo in the late nineteenth century also provide highly valuable information about the Tokugawa administration in the final decades before it was overthrown. Among these documents are materials recording the business practices of the retainers of the Ii household and the life of the samurai in the castle town. There are also detailed maps of the castle site and the castle town (Hikone City cultural properties), and letters from the powerful hegemon Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the shoguns of the Tokugawa family, daimyo of other domains, and from various other officials. Also included are records and protocols of ceremonies held at Edo Castle and documents relating to various purchases and commissions that reflect the wealth and lifestyle of the daimyo.

