The Problem of Time
 
As the centuries pass, materials used to create artwork begin to deteriorate. This holds true not only for “traditional” canvas-based works, but also for primitive hand-paintings created by our ancestors thousands of years ago. This deterioration is clear to the eye and offers a tangible demonstration of the passing of time. For this work, Simon Fujiwara outlined the handprints of local kindergarten children on an artificial rock. The rock was originally housed in the shrine’s open-structured emado pavilion, which contains several examples of paintings faded by age. Over time, the water-based paint used for the handprints will similarly be worn away through exposure to the elements. Ironically, the man-made rock will remain relatively unchanged, prompting thoughts about the nature of permanence.

