Kuchiba Family Residence
The Kuchiba family were retainers to the Mōri family, the rulers of Chōshū domain during the Edo period (1603–1867). In 1674, Kuchiba Narimichi (dates unknown) was appointed to the post of yorigumi, a class of high-ranking retainer, a status that he and his family would hold until the fall of the Tokugawa shogunate in 1868.
	The former home is a fine example of a high-ranking samurai residence from the Edo period. The nagayamon gate and white earthen walls that surround the buildings inside are particularly well preserved.
	Many small details inside the house indicate the status of the Kuchiba family. For example, most of the rooms have high ceilings, implying that the family had enough land that they did not need attic space for storage. An unusually thin room, called an ai-no-ma, or “in-between space,” is sandwiched between two of the house’s main rooms. Guards would hide in the small space to spring to their master's defense in the event of an attack. These spaces were nicknamed musha kakushi (“guards’ hideaway”).
	Today, the residence is open to the public, and Edo-period weaponry and other samurai accoutrements are displayed inside; one notable example is an umajirushi (literally, “horse insignia”), a battle standard that was used by warrior commanders to direct operations and move samurai to the most effective fighting location. The weapons on display, however, are inlaid with precious metals and thus were likely “vanity weapons” for ceremonial rather than official use.

