Satsuki Matsubara Promenade  

The Satsuki Matsubara Promenade is a paved walkway through a section of the Satsuki Matsubara pine grove along the Munakata coast. The promenade is about 1.5 kilometers long and starts near Hokuto no Mizukumi Seaside Park. Visitors can see the islands of Oshima and Jinoshima from the walkway.

On a clear day, it is possible to see the island of Okinoshima in the distance, about 60 kilometers offshore. Okinoshima is a sacred site and off limits to visitors.

Pine trees were first planted here over 400 years ago under the direction of Kuroda Nagamasa (1568–1623), who ruled Chikuzen Province (part of modern-day Fukuoka) in the early seventeenth century. It was the first of eight pine groves he planted in the area to protect the shoreline from erosion. Most of the current pine trees are around 200 years old, and the local community is planting new pine seedlings to ensure the survival of the grove. The Satsuki Matsubara pine grove stretches 5.5 kilometers along the coast between Kanezaki and Konominato.

A cycling course runs along the pine grove. It starts at Michi no Eki Munakata Roadside Station —a rest area a few minutes on foot from the promenade— and covers the main sights around Munakata. In summer, the beach in front of the pine grove is a popular swimming spot.




