Yuishinzan Hill

This six-meter-high artificial hill was constructed by Ikeda Tsugumasa (1702–1776), whose father, Tsunamasa, began construction of the garden over the period between 1686 and 1700. The hill, which gave the mostly flat garden more three-dimensional interest, is located in its center, next to Ryuten Rest House and overlooking Sawanoike Pond. It can be seen from most parts of the garden. 

The north side of the hill facing Sawanoike Pond features red and white azaleas and other colorful plants. The rocks on the eastern slope of the hill are strategically placed to resemble a flowing waterfall, a striking sight both from the top and foot of the hill. 

To give the hill a mountainous feel, the rugged stones lining the pathways on its east side were placed to mimic a mountain path and contrast with the smooth stones on the north side. Yuishindo is a shelter on the east side of the hill where people can sit to rest.

