Amida Hall Remains

The Amida Hall (Amidado) of Muryokoin Temple, which once stood on the pond’s central island,
was designed to recreate the Buddha’s palace in the Pure Land paradise, as described in Buddhist

scriptures.

Historical records indicate that the Amida Hall was constructed during the twelfth century and
modeled after the famous Phoenix Hall at Byodoin Temple in Kyoto. Like the Phoenix Hall, the
Amidado at Muryokoin Temple enshrined a statue of Amida, the primary Buddha of Pure Land
Buddhism. The sacred statue at Muryokoin was 2.43 meters tall.

During initial excavation of the central island, researchers discovered a type of brick paving in front
of the Amida Hall that did not exist at Byodoin, offering one point of contrast to the classical

structure at Kyoto.

Muryokoin Temple originally faced to the east, so that worshippers would look west, in the direction
of the Pure Land Buddhist paradise.



