
Hokkedo, Hall of the Lotus Sutra 

  

This hall, like the Jogyodo, was constructed for the practice of meditation. Jogyodo is the larger of 

the two because it was made for walking meditation, which required sufficient room to walk around 

the hall’s main object of worship. In contrast, the Hokkedo is built smaller because it was made for 

sitting meditation, which requires much less space. Monks would stay inside the hall for ninety days 

and sit in meditation. The two halls are constructed in contrasting styles: the Jogyodo has Japanese-

style square windows, whereas the Hokkedo is built in a “Chinese style” with garlic clove-shaped 

windows. This pairing of walking meditation and sitting meditation halls made respectively in 

Japanese and Chinese styles is rare. The Ninaido Hall at the Enryakuji Temple near Kyoto is another 

example. 


