On a map of the castle made in the Edo period, this area is labeled as the Lower Kitchen
(Shimo Daidokoro). According to the records of Portuguese missionary Luis Frois (1532—1597) and
other visitors, around one hundred sons from the families of local warlords and nobles were kept
here as political leverage by Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582), who according to Frois treated them more

like lower-ranking vassals than hostages.



