
Kawarake plates and bowls 

 

These plates and bowls are examples of the unglazed earthenware pottery (kawarake) 

made in the twelfth century that were found at Yanaginogosho. Either hand-built or 

thrown on pottery wheels, they vary in size from approximately 8 to 16 centimeters in 

diameter. They were disposable objects used to hold food, sake or oil for oil lamps. 

Some 10 tons of these plates and bowls have been unearthed in Hiraizumi, sometimes in 

large aggregations. 

 


