Ainokura Folklore Museum

Ainokura Folklore Museum is one of two folk museums in the village of Ainokura,
known for its gassho-zukuri (steep thatched roof) houses. Its informative displays on
local life are housed inside a traditional gassho-style building that was previously the
residence of the Ozaki family. The museum explores the history of the region and
highlights the lives of those who lived in Gokayama during the Edo period (1603-1868)
by showcasing everyday items such as clothing and farming tools. As a consequence of
Gokayama’s remote location and geographical conditions, which made it difficult to
access, the village thrived sufficiently for many centuries while nurturing unique
cultural traditions, some of which the museum brings to life through its fascinating
displays. The second floor offers visitors further information on the structure of gassho-

style houses.



