
 

 

The Omuro Kaikan   

The Omuro Kaikan was built in 1978 as a center for the promotion of the spiritual growth and 

physical development of young men. Its function within the temple has changed a great deal 

since then. It has served as lodging for groups of visitors from abroad, as a venue for research 

symposia and conferences, and more. It is now open to visitors who wish to stay overnight at 

Ninnaji.  

 

Guests staying at the Omuro Kaikan can experience a side of temple life that is not available to 

regular daytime visitors. For example, they can participate in services that take place during 

hours when the temple is closed to the general public, getting a closer look at the thriving 

community that calls Ninnaji its home. They can also experience the Kaikan‘s renowned evening 

meal. Buddhism generally demands a vegetarian diet in accord with the creed of not harming or 

exploiting sentient beings. At the Kaikan, however, delicious renditions of a whole range of 

classic Japanese dishes, non-vegetarian included, are served, setting it apart from other Buddhist 

institutions. 

 


