
Kesakake Rocks (Stole-Hanging Rocks) 

According to legend, the priest Kukai (known posthumously as Kobo Daishi; 774–835), 

founder of Koyasan, stopped to rest here during his journey up the mountain. He 

removed his kesa (a garment worn by Buddhist monks) and hung it from the V-shaped 

protrusion on one of the rocks, thereby giving the stones their unusual name. It is 

believed that those who are able to squeeze through the narrow space between the two 

large rocks will be blessed with a long life. 

 The rocks, which are located close to the 55th stone marker, delineate the border 

between the sacred area of the mountain and the secular world.  
 


