Wooden Miroku Bosatsu Buddha Statue

This wooden statue of Miroku Bosatsu, the Buddha of the Future, is enshrined within
Mirokudo Hall. In order to preserve the paintwork, the National Treasure is usually
taken out and shown to the public only once every 21 years. The last time it was shown
was in 2015, to celebrate the 1,200-year anniversary of the founding of Koyasan. As
this statue is usually kept hidden, it is known as a hibutsu or “secret Buddha.”

Like the building in which it is enshrined, the statue dates to the Heian period (794—
1185). The name of the sculptor is inscribed on the statue, along with the date 891. The
serene figure of Buddha is shown sitting cross-legged on an intricately painted and
gilded lotus dais. The seat is a more recent addition reflecting the artistic style and
techniques of the Edo period (1603-1868).



