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Stone-dropping Holes 

A feature of castles the world over, these trap-door-covered holes are built into towers, 

gates, and walls to allow defenders to observe and repel approaching enemies. The 

stone-dropping holes of Himeji Castle protrude over the battlements below. Using these 

holes, defenders inside could fire downward or drop heavy stones on attackers who 

reached the base of the battlements. 

 


