
Objects Found inside the Tumuli 

The objects unearthed from the 41 Shimbaru-Nuyama tumuli (kofun) include weapons 

such as spears, adzes, and arrowheads, as well as blacksmithing tools, which were likely 

imported from the Korean Peninsula, where iron-smelting technologies had developed 

earlier than in Japan. The items found here indicate the prestige of the figures who were 

buried here and provide further evidence that these people were engaged in exchange with 

the Asian mainland, across the sea.  

 


