
Talismans  

Some of the decorative features of Inuyama Castle serve as talismans (mayoke) to guard against 

disasters such as lightning strikes and fire, which were an ever-present threat to this 

predominantly wooden building. Among these talismans are clay tiles that adorn the castle’s roof 

and are shaped like turtle shells topped with peaches. These symbols are borrowed from ancient 

Chinese traditions and are believed to ward off evil. 

 


