
Hands 

 

Amida Buddha’s hands are typically shown in one of nine standard positions (mudra). 

These nine positions correspond to the spiritual level of the believer. The hand position 

of the Great Buddha of Kamakura reflects the highest spiritual level: the thumbs of each 

hand are brought together above the tips of the index fingers, forming two circles. The 

other fingers, invisible to the viewer, are laid one upon the other, as in meditation. This 

position is called the “mudra denoting the highest rebirth of the highest quality” 

(jobonjosho-in).  

The Great Buddha’s hands also show webbing connecting the fingers of each hand. This 

symbolic mark probably represents the eagerness of the Buddha to save all people, letting 

none “slip between his fingers.” 

 


