
The Great Buddha in Historical Texts 

 

The Great Buddha is mentioned in many historical texts, including plays and travel 

accounts from the Edo period (1603–1868). Some of these texts are public records that 

can help us to reconstruct how the statue was made in the mid-thirteenth century, while 

later accounts describe the repeated destruction of the large hall that once housed the 

image and the eventual restoration of the statue itself. 

 


