
The Framed Garden, Hosen-in Temple 

Hosen-in was established around 1200 and originally served as residential quarters for 

nearby Shorin-in Temple. A place of worship for the Tendai sect of Japanese Buddhism, 

it is perhaps best known for the “framed garden” that can be viewed from its reception 

hall. The wooden pillars and lintels of the hall give visitors the impression of viewing a 

painting.  

 

A similar “frame” to the right provides another view. Tall stands of bamboo act as a 

backdrop for the centerpiece: a large Japanese white pine believed to be around 700 

years old. The garden is famous for its suikinkutsu (literally "water koto cave") a type of 

underground musical device. 

 

Visitors are invited to try a cup of green tea as they enjoy the garden’s sights and 

sounds. 

 


