Really shiny stuff that doesn’t mean anything

Humans have always been attracted to shiny things. British artist Ryan Gander explores
this innate fascination through his installation Really shiny stuff that doesn’t mean
anything. The giant metallic ball comprises thousands of tiny, magnetic, gleaming
objects with discernable use. Gander’s work seems to question the hardwired desire that
draws people toward lustrous objects. The magnetism holding the objects in place is not
visible, yet the piece would fall apart without its binding force. This notion of an
invisible power draws parallels with faith and belief—a concept that fits seamlessly into
the surroundings of Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine.



