
The Colors of the Goshikinuma Ponds 

The Goshikinuma ponds are a cluster of some 30 bodies of water that formed in Urabandai 

following the 1888 eruption of Mt. Bandai. The name translates to “colorful ponds,” 

because of their variety of hues that vary with the season and weather. They can take on 

shades of turquoise, emerald, or copper-red. The vivid colors are influenced by the 

mineral composition of the water and types of bottom sediments and vegetation, which 

differ from pond to pond. In addition, the perceived color changes according to natural 

lighting, making every visit a different experience. 

 


